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hen it formed part of the omnibus bill, I have 


Governor of Connecticut, a number of resolutions 
which were passed by the Legislature of that State, 
one of which is in these words: 

Resolved, That Congress has full constitutional power 
: tslavery in the Territories of the United States by 
sjative enactment, and that it is the duty of Congress to 

without uonecessary delay, such strict and positive 
jws as will effectually shat out slavery com every portion 
dtwese Territories.” 

Mr. DICKINSON. My colleague, finding him- 
self in declining health, has been obliged to with- 
jraw his attendance in the Senate for a few days 
for the purpose of relaxation. He would not do 


so, however, untess I would agree to pair off with || 


im on all questions of this kind. As he remarked 
that he could find no Senator who would be so 
sure to vote against his views on this and similar 

estions as I would be, and as he obliged me by 

eclining to vote on a particular question during 
my temporary absence, on which we should have 
yoed on different sides, I shall decline to vote on 
this question, not entertaining those views on the 
great subject of Human freedom which are enter- 
tained by my colleague. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
| of Mr. Cuase, and it resulted as follows: 

Y£AS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Chase, Coop- 
er, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge of Wisconsin, Felch, 
Greeve, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Norris, Phefps, Shields, 
Smith, Upham, Walker, Whitcomb, and Winthrop—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Cass, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dodge of lowa, Downs, 
Foote, Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, Mason, 
Morton, Prat', Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Sturgeon, Under- 
wood, and Wales—25. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HALE. 1 have now an amendment to 
offer precisely similar to one which received the 
sanction of the Senate, and was incorporated in 
the compromise bill. In section twenty-five, line 
forty-two, after the word dollars, insert— 

“Except only that in all cases involving title to slaves, 
the said writs of error or appeals shall be allowed and de- 
cided by the said supreme court, without regard to the 
value of the fnatter, property, or title in controversy ; and 
except, also, that a writ of error or appeal shall also be al- 
lowed to the Supreme Court of the United States from the 
decision of the said supreme court created by this act, or 
of any judge thereof, or of the district courts created by 
this act, or of any judge thereof, upon any writ involving 
the question of personal freedom.” 

Mr. WALKER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the first branch of it, which 
relates to writs of error on appeals with regard to 
slaves. 

Mr. HALE. I hope zi. 

The motion to strike out was negatived. 

The question then recurred on the amendment, 
and a division being called for, there were for the 
amendment, ayes 26, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HALE. In the same section, line forty- 
five, after the words “ United States,’’ I move to 
insert what I send tothe Chair. 1 would also say 
that it is copied from the amendment which was 
adopted in the other bill, and it is intended to 
grant writs of ha corpus, which, as the bill 
now stands, could be had by implication only: 

“And the said supreme and district courts of the said 
Territory, and the respective judges thereof, shall and may 
Siemans if corpus F all Son in which the same 

e e of the Uni i 
ielef Oncaea judges nited States in the Dis- 

The"amendment was agreed to. 
om Senarors. Now take question on the 


There being no further amendments, the bill 
was reported to the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is now on 
Concurring in the several amendments which have 
been made as in Committee of the Whole. The 
question wil! be taken upon them separately, if 
oe If not, it will . taken upon them all 


Several Senarors. All er, all together. 
he question was then on the amend- 
| together, and they were concurred in. 
| was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
reading, without a division. 
100 


| 


WASHINGTON, BY JOHN C. RI 














VES. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 1850. 





received from his Excellency, Mr. Seymour, the || to the consideration of Executive business, and, 


after some time spent therein, the doors were re- 
opened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspar, August 15, 1850. 


The Jonrnal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. DOTY asked and obtained leave to offer 
the followiug resolution : 


| 
| and estimates, of the Topographical Engineers, for the im- 
| provement of the harbor of O’Zaukee, in the State of Wis- 
| consin. 


No objection being made— 
The resolution was received and adopted. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS, 


state of the Union, (Mr. Burt in the chair,) and 
| resumed the consideration of the bill making ap- 
| propriations, for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year ending June 30, 
| 1851 


hour. He vindicated (against the attacks of 
Mr. Srernens and Mr. Toomss) the positions 





Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to com- || 


municate to this House a copy of the report, survey, plans, | 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House re- | 
| solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the || 
|| had been directed to the abolition of slavery. 


Mr. DUER addressed the committee during his | 


| taken in the receng message of the President of | 
|| the United States, relative to his duty in cer- | 


tain contingencies to call out the military forces of 


New Mexico. 
Mr. Seppon and Mr. Woopwarp, relative to the 


On motion by Mr. HALE, the Senate proceeded | the General Government were drawn from the 
| people of the South, and denounced the plan of 
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| taxing them seven and a half millions for the 


purchase of territory—now slave territory—to be 
converted into an abolition State. If the territo- 
ry belonged to Texas, it would be a breach of faith 


| on her part, to the slaveholding States, to sell it; if 
| it belong to the United States he did not want the 


Government to buy it. He condemned the doc- 
trines of the message, and scorned itsthreats. He 


| exhorted the southern Representatives to resist 


the passage of the boundary bill, and the people 
of Texas to stand for the maintenance of their 
rights; and said if this were done, we would see 
the Presxlent backing out, and no blood would be 
shed. He avowed himself as no nullifier or dis- 
organizer, butardently devoted to the Union--when 
regarded as a means of dispensing to all sections 


| their just and equal benefits and their constitutional 


| 


He combated the arguments of || 


want of power in the General Government to co- || 


| the United States, in defence of the inhabitants of | 


erce a sovereign State. Although he considered 





her, in discharge of the equitable liabilities of the 


the extreme territorial claim of Texas invalid, he || 
urgently advocated the payment of ten millions to || 


rights. He declared that we now lived under an 
abolition Government—and that during the pres- 
ent and the last Administrations its every enerky 
He 
recounted and dwelt upon the wrongs of the South, 
and warned northern gentlemen not to presume 
further upon their endurance. He proclaimed bis 
first, last, and exclusive allegiance to North Caro- 
lina— and declared that he should be found with 
her against any and every foe. 

Mr. V. having concluded— 

Mr. ASHE obtained the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise, in order that he might make a 
report from the Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

The committee rose. 

The Speaker resumed the Chair, and Mr. Asue 


|| made a report. 


The Chairman then resumed his seat in com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Asue resumed the floor. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order; 


| after which— 


| Government for her debts, in settlement of the | 


| boundary dispute, and as a measure of peace. He 
| repelled thé’sneers and imputations of cowardice 
cast upon the ijatter reason by Mr. Stevens, of 
Pennsylvania, and others} pointed. out in what 
respect that gentleman had, in his remarks, done 
bay xen to the President, and. emphatically re- 
| affirmed and vindicated his support of the Texas 
boundary bill as a measure of peace. 
Mr» McLANE, of Maryland, next addressed 
the committee. He lamented the position in which 


the United States, who had undertaken to decide 


the question of boundary, arid then had declared | 


what he conceived to be his duty, in case of the 


non-action of Congress, in regard to the subject, | 


viz: to protect the people inhabiting what he re- 
garded as New Mexico, if necessary, by military 
force. 


the boundary of Texas, should fail to become a 
law, the necessity would arise for the President to 
adopt the alternative which he had indicated. 

He maintained the validity of the title of Texas 


| 


| 


Mr. ASHE, said: Mr. Chairman, the remarks 


| which will be submitted by me on Oe proaas oc- 


casion to the committee, will be confined te an 


| examination of the principles, political and consti- 


tutional, contained in the President’s late commu- 
nication, on the subject of our difficulties with 
Texas; and | will observe that it is as fortunate for 
him as it is unfortunate for the country, that this 


| communication is possessed of a close and peeeen 


affinity with that agitating subject which, has been 


| well ‘described asa ‘ whirling vortex,”’ ingulfing 


aan had been placed by the President of * 


If, then, the bill, which was now upon the || 
Speaker’s table, tensa for the settlement of | 
i 


every consideration of public business and public 
convenience. Its influence is so paramount, so 
controlling, that I believe itis only when we are 
called on to mourn for the loss of some of our 
companions that we enjoy a respite from its con- 
tagion. I intend no censorious reflections by 
these remarks; and notwithstanding | deeply de- 
plore this agitation, yet as it regards the peculiar 
policy which some of the friends of the South have 


thought proper to adopt and put into practice, of 
|| using dilatory plans either for the purpose of gain- 
|| ing time, or, with a hope of arousing io the breast 
|| of our northern oppressors a dormant sentiment of 


to the territory clained by that State, and declared || justice and equity, by the aid of which our final 
his unwillingness to vote for the bill which had || judgments might be arrested, | am ready to ac- 
passed the Senate, contrary to his judgment, || knowledge my full participation in the offeace—to 
merely hecause the President had taken the course || take my fair share of censure, if any should be 
he had. If the issue between the North and the | justly due. But I deny the offence; | repudiate the 


South was to come, it mi 

uestion which the President had now made. 
thing was quite certain, which was, that if blood- 
shed resulted from any collision ‘induced by the 
action of the Executive, it would only serve to 
cement the Union the more firmly, and not to 
dissever it. He further stated that he should take 
all the other and kindred measures which were 
now before the House, or which should be here- 
after submitted, upon their own merits, without 


regard to any expression of opinion in reference to | quiet, peaceable remedy. 


rt of the Executive. 
ABLE followet. He opposed the 


them on the 
Mr. VE 


| payment of ten millions of dollars for the territory , 
and maintained that it now belonged to and should | 


continue to be held 
He estimated that three 


the State of Texas. 
rths of the revenues of 


| 
| 
i 


; 


as well come upon the || 
One || 





i 





censure. My constituents have their rights under 
the Constitution, and a sense of duty to them has 
compelled me to use all the means which either 
the Constitution or the rules of business place in 
my hands for their protection. This policy has 
been denounced as revolutionary: if it is, it is yet 
bloodless, and being bloodlesa, it is far preferable 
to a sectional strife—toa civil war. It is a soit of 
revolution, the consummation of which involves 
not the destruction of American liberty. Itisa 
I have indulged in this 
episode, in order to exonerate myself from any 
censure which the unreflecting might be dispoaed 
to cast on my conduct. I will now come to the 
consideration of the President’s message, and ne- 
iterate, that it is fortunate for him and unfortunate 
for the country that it is possessed of an effinity 
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with the great and leading subject of mn son 
agitation. Sir, it is this affinity which shields 
this communication, as a protecting aegis, from that 
burat of indignation which its high-toned Federal 
character so richly demands. 

jt was remarked in my presence, a few days 
nince, by a friend of the present dynasty, ‘* that 
now our country would be blessed with a homoge- 
neous Whig administration.” If by the term 
Whig, Federal was meant, the remark was super- 


fluous, as this message but too clearly shows the | 


earmarks of a Federal dynasty. ‘The arrogation 
of undelegated authority bas invariably disun- 


guished the course of that party. It has never | 


been’in power, “ however ephemerally,’’ but that 
it encroached upon™the Constitution. I will not 
detain the committee by an enumeration of its mis- 
deeds in this respect, but will proceed to examine 
the reasons which the President informs us insuced 
him, in atime of the most profound peace, ata 
time whep the Congress of the United States, 
‘* the war-decluring power,’? was in session, to 
declare and establish the military authority as par- 
amount to the civil authority; to declare to a sov-_ 
ereign State of this Union, that if she attempted to 
execute her civil process in territory which she 
cluims as her property, and a portion of which she 
has in her possession, he would oppose any such 
attempt by the use of the military authority of the 
United States. This is the sum and substance of 
the President’s reply to the Governor of Texas. 
The Democracy of our country has always main- 
inined the subordination of the military to the civil 
authority as one of the inestimable blessings of 
constitutional liberty; and so strongly has this 


the contrary | would have supposed required: more 
boldness, more recklessness of popular feeling 
than has fallen to the lot of any of our modern 
politicians; but in this supposition | have been 


mistaken. Our acting President has most boldly | 


enounced the military dogma ‘* inter arma leges 

silent.’’ A 
Sir, | would be deaf to the voice of all history if 

my mind did not entertain a full conception of the 


allurement of war on the imagination of the chief | 


Executive of a great nation. Success in the field 
is the never-failing stepping-stone to ambitious ag- 


grandizement. The patronage.connected with its | 


prosecution is grateful to the human heart, and 


indeed all those passions which influence us in || 


life’s career, find then and there a free scope for 


their unbridled indulgence. Sir, a state of war | 


strews the path of the ambitious with strong and 
irresistible temptations. These reflections have 
deeply impressed on me the truth of an observa- 
tion made by Mr, Madison: ** That the highest 

raise you caN pronounce on an executive oilicer 
is, that he is the friend of peace.’’ The same dis- 


tinguished statesman likewise informs us: ‘* That | 
‘if a free people be a wise people, they will ever | 


‘bear in mind that their danges can never be so 
‘ great as when the advocates of the prerogatives of 


‘war can sheathe them in the symbol of peace.’’ || 


Sir, I greatly apprehend that this is the source of 
our present danger. The President makes a mani- 


festation of peace, but accompanies it with a decla- | 
ration of war. War is made to wear the symbol | 
ef peace. But, as lam not disposed to cast un- | 
called-for censure on him, let us examine the facts. || 


As 1 understand the position assumed by the 


President, it may be thus stated: By the Consti- | 


tution of the United States it is made the duty of 


the President to have the laws of the Union faith- | 


fully executed ;and as by the second section of the 


sixth article of the. same instrument, the Constitu- | 


tion and the treaties made in pursuance thereof are 
declared to be the supreme law of the land, they, he 
assumes, are to be executed through his agency. 


This position being assumed as correct, the Pres- 


ident, conceiving that by the treaty of Hidalgo we 
stipulated to extend to the residents of our newly- 
ecquired Territories protection of life, liberty, and 
property, it becomes his duty as the Executor of 
these treaty stipulations, to resist any interference 
made with their rights by the authorities of the 
State of Texas. I have endeavored to represent 
the position of the President fairly and justly; 
pow let us examine the consequences he would de- 
duce from it as it s his responsibility. 1a it 
true, that the President is bound to execute the 
stipulations of treaties, independent of any action 
of Congress giving him power todo so? On the 
contrary, is not such Congressional action indis- 


| pensable togive force and vitality to such stipala- 


'}4ions? Treaties are the emanations of the executive 
|| power. The Senate in giving or withholding its 
|| assent to treaties acts “* quo ad hoc,”’ not as alegis- 
‘| lative, but as at’ executive council. And now, if 
|| the President is correct, there would necessarily en- 
|| sue a total abrogation of the legislative department 


| of Government. A few examples will illustrate || 


this. By the treaty already alluded to, our Govern- 
ment is required to pay to Mexico such an amount 
of money in annual instalments. In case of the 


delinquency of Congress to make an appropriation | 


of money for this purpose, would the President 

deem himself authorized to draw the money from 

| the Treasury without a previous law empowering 

him to do so, orto divert funds from any other 
source in order to preserve the treaty inviolate? 

According to the opinions avowed in this com- 

munication, the President would not merely havea 


right, but it would be his duty to raise the [ne- || 


cessary funds from the one or the other of these 
expedients. Again: by the treaty of 1842 with 


Great Britain, it is stipulated that criminals shall | 


be surrendered by the authorities of one Govern- 
| ment to that of the other. In case Congréss 


should have failed to authorize by law the execu- | 


tion of this article, could the President have as- 
sumed the right to execute it by his own power? 
Was not that article a dead letter until Congress 
authorized its execution ? 

I will cite but another instance from treaty 
stipulations, showing the absurdity of the Pres- 
| ident’s views. By the ninth article of the treaty 
of Hidalgo, (the very article which the Pres- 


participation in the right of government is se- 
cured to such Mexican citizens as who may elect 
| to abide under our Government. This is_one 
of the stipulations of the treaty which the Pres- 
| ident has declared his determination to execute 
by the aid, if fnecessary, of the, military au- 
| thority of the United States. Now, sir, the Amer- 
ican residents of California, under the advice and 
direction of the late President, assembled into a 
mock convention, with the view of organizing a 
State government, and formed a constitution. The 
| second article of that constitution prescribes the 
| qualifications of electors; and in doing so, indis- 
putably deprives three-fourths of the Mexican cit- 
| izens of all participation in the elective franchise. 
Here we have perpetrated an express and positive 
| abrogation of the high and inestimable right of 
| denization; yet do we hear of any complaints 


| against this aggression from the Executive? On || 
‘| the contrary,do we not find the free-soil friends 
| of the President contending for a confirmation of | 
| this act of the convention by the Congress of the || 
| United States? Has it ever been intimated that | 


| the President of the United States would refuge 
'| his sanction to a law of Congress legitimating and 
| confirming this invidious discrimination against 
|| the treaty rights of the native Californians? No, 
| sir; notwithstanding the President has informed us 
|| of his determination to support, by the military 
| authority, the full enjoyment on the part of the 
|| Mexican citizens of all civil and political rights, 
| yet we find him tamely, quietly, and submis- 
| sively approving of this constituuonal restriction, 
or rather disfranchise¢ment. 

But, Mr. Chairman, it is not only treaties, but 
ithe Constitution is declared to be the supreme law 
| of the land, and, in addition to the President’s 
| obligation to execute the laws, he has taken a 
| solemn oath to protect and defend the Constitution. 
|, If then, his views are correct, the consequence is 
inevitable, that he must execute all the provisions 
‘| of the Constitution. The second section of the 
| fourth article provides for the reclamation of fugi- 
|| tive slaves. ‘The language of this section is ex- 
| press.and decided. ould the President consid- 
|| er it as his duty to call out the military authority 
|| to execute this provision of the Constitution, 
|| without the intervention of an act of Congress au- 
|| thorizing him to do so? By the same section of 
| the same article, fugitives from justice are to be 
|| surrendered on demand; yet this provision was 
|| found impossible of execution, until Congress, by 
}} its action, gave it life and force. If President 
|| Washington, even with the aid and counsel of 
‘| Knox and Hamilton, could have conceived it was 
|| his constitutional duty to execute this provision, 
|| he never would have recommended to Congress 
|| the necessity of the law of 1793, authorizing the 
|| execution of these sections. Wherever the Con- 


; | ident cites as authority for his action,) an equal | 
sentiment seized on the public mind, that to assert || 





j 





’ 
| stitution has imposed a duty on th oy 
m : 
| the legislative department of sur Ga 
always been led On to pass necesss = 
to enable him to discharge those duties ri wwe 
great error of the acting Bresigent is in ite the 
that, in the absence of such laws, he is at libe’ 
to supply the omission. a 


But, Mr. Chairman, the arrogation of such ay 


| thority by the President, is not the on! 


op ey he only objen, 
| to his policy, as shadowed forth in this emule, 


tand it, the 
akes, by his 
m of Govern. 
toa SOVereion 


eation. As I have read it, as | unders 
President of the United States undert 
| ** ipse dixit,”’ backed by the strong ar 
ment, to prescribe territorial limits 
| State. Sir, more than that, he undertakes to dis. 
member a sovereign State, to cut, slash, and divi, 
_ her at his pleasure. He cites from the trea, 
| Hidalgo the article which establishes the ae 
ys the line of demarkation between the United 
tates and Mexico. Whatis that line? This |i : 
the President informs us, commences at the mo my 
| of the Rio Grande, and follows the deepest fw 
nel of that river until it intersects the Soethen, 
| boundary of New Mexico; then it assumes a wes. 
| wardly direction to the River Gila, and thence ig 
the Pacific. This is the line as described by - 
treaty, and as quoted by the President, and in a, 
| nection with it he hesitates not to declare, tha: all 
| the country Wing east and north of this line be. 
longs to the United States —is the property of the 
| United States. I will not do the President the ip. 
Jjustice-to suppose that he intended to include jg 





|| this description the whole of the State of Texas, 


| Yet, under the claim as made by the United States 
her title is as good to the Sabine as it is to every 


|| foot of the territory lying east of the Rio Grande. 


| The President has failed to intimate what boundary 
_ he will, by the force of the military power, estab. 
| lish between Texas and the United States; but as 
a portion of his friends have always insisted upon 
| the Nueces as the western limit of Texas, this 
| doubtless, will be his ultimatum. 


|| Now, Mr. Chairman, is it not well known that 


| for months and. months before the breaking out of 
| the war with Mexico, that all of this country was 
represented in this House by the predecessor of my 
honorable friend who sits before me? |s it not well 
known—was it not known to the President, be- 
fore the commencement ‘of the war, “ That we 
constructed forts, established post offices and post 
; roads, and located collection districtg throughout 
the whole of that country lying between the Nueces 
| and the Rio Grande?” 

But if these facts should not have removed al! 
doubt from the President’s mind, the letters of his 
illustrious predecessor, Gen. Taylor—letiers wri- 
ten during the time of his military sojourn in this 

country—should have afforded him relief. | have 
| before me all those official communications, and 
| they each bear the significant superscription of 
| having been written in the country which was, in 
| his estimation, to be recognized as Texas. 
| | presume not, Mr. Chairman, to determine 
| how far this Message may be the reflection of the 

judgment of the President’s Cabinet advisers, 

but 1 think I have before me record evidence to 
show that their judgment could not have been 
| harmonious. When the bill declaring that a state of 

war existed between the United States and Mexi- 
co went from this House to the Senate, it there met 
| with warm opposition, much discussion was ¢lici- 
| ted, and much information was, of course, adduced 
respecting the validity of the Texan title; yet, 
| with all this jnformation before them, a large me 
| jority of the Whig members, including two of the 
former and three of the present Cabinet, did nol 
hesilate to declare that this was Americad 
a 1 refer to the amendment to the bill offered 
| by Mr. Crittenden, which I will read: 

“On motion by Mr. Crittenden, to amend the bill by strik- 
ing out, section 1, line 4, the words ‘to prosecute said war 
to.a speedy and successful termination,’ and in lieu thereo! 
inserting, ‘to repel invasion, and otherwise prosecute hostilities 
en ee the danger of further woo 

Yet in the face of this accumulated evidence, 
we are informed by the President that this cour- 
try, so lying east of the Rio Grande, is no! 
the property of Texas, but is the property of 
the United States. ‘This is the strict, the litera! 
a of this most unfortunate communicatio”, 
and if it is not its true meaning, the ambiguity 
rests not on the language, but on the inten'. 
But indulging towards him the most kindly ‘ee'- 
ings, | am willing to suppose that in reality the 
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, ident intends to confine his demonstrations | 

hostility to any interference by Texas with | 
“ow Mexico. He attempts to justify his position | 
Noessuming, that at the commencement of the | 


: 


} 
Mexicen war President Polk took forcible posses- || 


of this country, and that the treaty of Hidal- 
oe confirmed and made good that possession. 
Pat the treaty, in legal language, joined title to 
sion, and as it has been in possession of the 

ced States ever since, he is not now at liberty to 
rd it otherwise than as our property. Thisisa 


a very good purpose if the premises were correct; 
but unfortunately they are not correct. 


Kearny 
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which is undoubtedly possessed of the judicial |! 
cogency of atreaty. I donot refer to these res- 
olutions now with the purpove of establishing and 
making good the title in Texas, but for atiother || 
purpose much more to the point. | maintain that 
these resolutions contemplate a division of all terri- || 
tory east of the Rio Grande into four new States, | 
which States are to be established with the consent 

of Texas; and it is further contemplated that these 

new States, when so established, by and with the | 


: | consent of Texas, shall beadmitted as sisters of the || 
syllogistic mode of reasoning, which would answer | 


great American confederation. These resolutions || 


do not indeed partake of the force of a civil ordi- || 


General || nance, but most assuredly should be entitled to the i 
, under the directions of President Polk, '| respectful consideration of the President of the Uni- | 


did take military possession of that country; but || ted States; and | am much surprised that when the | 
yas not this possession intended to be for the || President and his Cabinet were in deep consulta- | 


benefit of Texas? ' : 
the Governor of Texas, did not President Polk dis- | 


‘inetly admit that it was merely a military posses- || 
sion growing out of the necessities of the war, and || that it never entered into the conception of the Cab- | 


not intended, in the least degree, as opposing the | 


claim of Texas? And furthermore, did not Mr. | 


| 


In answer to a demand by || tion on the subject of their duty, as it regards | 


New Mexico, they had not at least given to these || 
resolutions a passing notice. lam greatly surprised | 
. . } 
inet that,as State governments were to beestablished | 
in this country with the consent of Texas, it was 


Polk, through his Secretary, Governor Marcy, || the duty of the Executive rather to have upheld than 
particularly order and instruct that the military || to have opposed the ultimate consummation of these | 
authority, while in possession of that country, || measures under the direction of her Government. 
should act in subordination to the civil authority || This law, the highest, the greatest, the supreme | 


of Texas—aiding and assisting in itsestablishment || Jaw of the land, empowers Texas to establish a 
These facts are indisputable; and as the acting || State government over -this country. 


President had the evidence of these facts before him, 
lcan but consider it as disingennous for him to have 


Polk to sustain his position, when that authority, 
if accompanied with the appropriate explanacions, 
would have baen in direct opposition to his policy. 


Sir, no aid or countenance can be derived from | 


anything which occurred under Mr. Polk’s admin- 
istration for maintaining the position that this our 
bare military possession gave to us an initiatory 
tile to that country. [tis a well-established legal 
principle that the possession of land or other prop- 


erty is governed and controlled by the quo animoof | 
the possessor. This act of possession was perfected | 


by General Kearny. 1 have before me his procla- 
mation explaining its character. I will read it: 
“Mr. Alealde and people of New Mexico: I have come 


session of your Country, and extend over it the laws of the 
United States. We consider, and nave for some time con- 
sidered it a part of the territory of the United States,” §c. 

Here is a distinct admission by General Kear- 
ny, that we claimed the country—that we took 
possession of it under a color of title. What title 
could he have referred to? It must have béen the 
tile of Texas. We had no claim or right, no pre- 
tence of any claim or right independeng and ex- 
clusive of the title of Texas. But it has been 
contended in defence of. the President, that Mr. 
Polk was but an executive officer, and that his 
opinions could not be conclusive upon the judg- 
ment of a subsequent President. Without enter- 
ing into an argument on this point, | wili observe 
that the President takes shelter under no such 
plea, but, on the contrary, invokes the acts of Presi- 
dent Polk as affording to him justification. It is, 
on the military possession consummated by order 
of President balk, that President Fillmore relies 
for title; and we admit the fact of possession, but 
contend that that possession shall be subject to 
pi explanations as accompanying circumstances 
evolve, 

The futility of the attempt made by the Presi- 
dent to justify his contemplated step, by the 
force of: the act of 1795, in conjunction with the 
act of 1807, has been so clearly demonstrated by 


the honorable gentleman from Georgia, {Mr. Sre- || 


PHENS,| that it is unnecessary for me to say any- 
thing in addition. As he well and truly remarked, 
these ucts contemplate an obstruction to the judi- 
cial process and repulsion of a foreign invasion, 
asthe proper occasions on which the President 
should be authorized to call in use the military au- 
thority. We have at present no foreign invasion; 
we have as yetimthat country no judicial process 
‘0 execute, and hence an obstruction to its execu- 
lon there, is an impossibility. No law of Con- 
gress has as yet been passed affecting in anywise 
the interests of these people; and under this state 
of facts, no collision between the laws of Te 

and the laws of the United States could possibly 
cccur. But as on this point the friends of the Presi- 
dent have taken issue, and maintain that our treaty 
Stipulations are tantamount to congressional laws, 
let me bring to the attention of the House the 


The Presi- | 


|| dent of the United States, as soon as she makes the | 


| 
| 


} 


i 
| 


| the attempt, takes 


|| erime will rest, 


| first demonstration of her intent to fulfill the law, 


autempted to deduce the authority of President || to execute the purposes of the high and solemn | 


compact, steps forward, puts himself astride of 
| her path, and issues his pronunciamiento that he 
| will resist any such fulfillment of the law on the 
part of Texas, with the whole military authority of | 


| the United States. Who in this case is the real ob- | 


| structor of the lagp—that party which makes 
1€ initiatory step to execute | 
| the law, to fulfill the purposes of the compact: or, 
| on the contrary, that which obstructs and prohibits | 
the execution of the law? 

Sir, I charge the President as being the actual, 
the real violator of the law, and that by the | 





| usurped. Sir, if the peace of this country is de- | 
| stroyed—if the lurid light of acivil conflagration il- | 
| lume our happy and prosperous land, the Presi- 
_dent is the Sylia, on whose head the parricidal 
He may indeed, like his great 
| Roman prototype, flatter himself that * it is only a 
| few rebels that he is punishing,” but his experi- 
| ence, the direful experience of his country, will but 
too fearfully attest his mistake. 

On a former occasion | stated that a contention 
| between Texas and the United States would inev- 
itably involve the two great antagonistic interests 

—North and South. Could any southern State 
contemplate oe and quiet the issue of such 
/a struggle? Would not the subjugation of the | 
| State of Texas be the prologue of their own des- | 
| tinies? Let us suppose for a moment “ the deed 
| done,”’ and what would be the relative situation of 
affairs? The subjugation of a State must be 
accompanied with a destruction of its republican | 


| 





| existence. It could no longer be considered as a | 
| sovereign State, but must octupy the position of | 
a conquered territory; and what would be the fate 
| of Texas to-day, ‘* according to the principles set 
/ be the doom of any other State of the Union to- 
| morrow. If the President can, without the action 
| of Congress, determine upon a casus belli—if it is 
in his power to prescribe the appropriate orbit in 


| which a State is to move, and to punish any devi- 


ation from that circle of motion by the force 
of the military authority of the Union, what 


in need of, to establish a consolidated despotism ? 
Understand*me, Mr. Chairman, | impute not to 
the President any such treasonable design; but it 
is my object to hold up to public reprobation the 
principles avowed in this communication. It is 
/my duty to do so, sir. There is much truth in 
| the aphorism, “ that the price of liberty is eternal 
| vigilance.”” Republics, in this enlightened age, 
have nothing to fear from open aggression; but it 
| is the insidious approach of despotism, under the 
| color of law and authority, that shou!d.arouse the 
patriot from his slambers. 
| fam well aware, sir, that an attempt has been 
made to justify the tenor of this message by com- 





| arrogation of authority not vested in him by the Con. | 


|| stitution or the laws, and therefore unwarrantably | 
amongst you by the orders of my Government tostake pos- | 


| 
forth arid arrogated in thiscommunication,” might | 


other attribute does he require—would he stand | 











son; and this attempt should impress upon our 
minds the great aiid lively necessity of condemning 
the promulgation by those in authority of anconsti- 


| tutional and anti-republican principles at all times, 
jand under all 


circumstances. However well 
meant that proclamation of General Jackson may 
have been, yet it contains principles so anti-repub= 
lican that,if they should éver be adopted and legiti- 
mated by the usage of our Government,the destruc 
tion of our republican institutions must necessarily 
ensue. But however obnoxious, in my estima 
tion, some of the principles of that proclamation 
may have been, yet you will not fine there the 
assumption of any such authority as now claimed 
by the Executive of the country. What were 
the circumstances which elicited that proclama- 
ion? The sovereign people of South Carolina, 
regularly assembled in convention, not only de- 
clared the laws of the United States null and 
void, but adopted the necessary measures to resist 
their execution. Among these measures was one 
effectitg a total obstruction of the judicial au- 
thority of the United States. Heavy pains and 
penalties were to be enforced against ell of ner 
citizens who nlight assist in the execution of the 
judicial process. This was the attitude which 
the sovereign State of South Carolina occupied, 


|| and it was under the heavy sense of danger then 


threatening our Government, that Andrew Jack- 
son issued his proclamation. Sir, is there any, 
even the faintest, resemblance between the circum- 
stances of that momentous period and those which 
now surround us? Has the State of Texas at- 
tempted to obstruct the judicial process of the 


|| United Statea, or to arrest the execution of any of 


itslaws? No, sir; the President himself informs 
us that she is but engaged in the establishment of 
a civil government. She is really and actually 
making an effort to execute an existing law—the 
law of annexation; and if she infringement of any 
right of the United States should be involved, she 
has refused no submission to the judicial authority. 
No, sir; it is the President who has taken this 
step—it is the President on whom the responsibil- 
ity must rest of avoiding judicial process. The Pres- 
ident’s casus bellé will illustrate the truth of this 
charge. He has declared that if the State of Texas 
shall attempt te punish any of those citizens of 
New Mexico who have resisted the establishment 
of her civil government, he will employ the mili- 
tary authority of the United States to prevent it. 
Now, sir, this punishment is contemplated to be 
a legal, to be a judicial punishment; and we all 
must be aware, thatif any civil law, or any treaty 
stipulation should be violated in the process of 
trial at law, a clear, ready, and certain redress 
can be obtained at the hands of the Supreme 
Federal Court, either by appeal or writ of error. 
It is this judicial determination by the Supreme 
Court which the President, by the use of military 
authority, would prevent. What was General 
Jackson’s deep solicitude to sustain and uphold, 
it is the President's policy to intercept and frustrate. 
But, Mr. Chairman, let us compare the conduct 
of President Jackson and President Fillmore a 
little further. The former, in the pressing emer- 
gency stoted, expressly refused to use the military 
authority during the session of Congress, and re- 
spectfully invites Congress to invest him with that 
power. President Fillmore, under the operation of 
the same law, not only claime the legal right, but 
declares his determination to use, the military 
authority while Congress is in session, and at the 
very time Congress is engaged in an earnest effort 
| to remove the difficulties, ‘“‘to pour the oil of peace 
|| upon the troubled waters.’’ The conduct, of the 
| former is a high and noble illustration of a war- 
| rior statesman, who, most deeply impressed with 
the dangers of the crisis, threw himself upon the 
wisdom of Congress for counsel and advice, 
|| The latter, blind as it were to the consequences 
| of intestine war, invites not the action of Con- 
| gress—awaits not its action, but boldly declares 
his determination to pursue the dictates of his own 
|| judgment at all hazards—at all risks. Indeed, we 
| have fallen upon evil times; on every side the low- 
|| ering clouds most fearfully betoken the perils of 
|| the crisis. The most cool and consummate pru- 
|| dence is requived on our part to preserve the noble 
|| veasel of State from destruction. Its destiny is in 
|| our hands, and, a8 patriot statesmen, let us jay 
|| aside all bickering, all sectional strife, and ap- 
proach the great work with a determination to do 





a y 
Jot resoluuion for the annexation of Texas, |, paring it with the proclamation of General Jack- | our duty—our whole duty. 
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Mr. A. having concluded— 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


reported back the same without amendment, and 


Mr. MARSHALL obtained the floor; but yield- || recommended its passage. 


ed to a motion that the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose and i ‘ 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the House 
take a recess until six o’clock. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved half-past 


seven. 
Mr. FOWLER inquired of the Speaker, wheth- | 


er it was to be understood that no business would 
be transacted to-night? 
The SPEAKER said, it was understood that the 


object of the recess was to allow those members || 


i 
} 


who desired to address the committee, an oppor- | 


tenity to speak, and that no business would be || 


transacted. 
Mr. FOWLER said, with that understanding 
he ehould not object. 


The question was then taken on the amendment 1 


of Mr. Sreruens, and it was rejected. 
Mr. CROWELL moved seven o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the House took a recess until seven o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The House was called to order at half-past seven 
o’clock—some thirty members present. 
On motion by Mr. GOTT, the House resolved 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of || 


the Union, (Mr. Brown, of Indiana, in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the general ap- 
propriation bill. 


it 


Mr. MARSHALL (who was entitled to the | 


floor) declined to speak to so many empty benches, || 


and at so late an hour, and surrendered his right. 


the committee principally in earnest opposition to 


the ‘Texas boundary bill, which he contended, in || 
addition to paying ten millions dollars, surrendered |, 
to Texas an area of fifty thousand square miles, || 


now free, to become slave territory. 


[Daring the speech of Mr. Sackett, members || 


came in, and there was now something like halfa | 


resent. 


quorum j 
ARSHALL resumed the floor. 


Mr. He ex- 


pressed the opinion that the message under discus- || 


sion was undeserving the denanciations so unspar- 
ingly cast upon it, and proceeded to give his views 
as to the power of the President, as commander-in 


chief of the army and navy, denying his authority || that. they would:not; for what cause, I shall not 


to call out the military or naval forces, except un- 


der provision of law. He reviewed the history of || 
our negotiations with the Republic of Texas, | 


which terminated in her annexation; and referred 
to subsequent history to show that the Govern- 
ment had committe 


be in extremis, and with the most profound regret. 
Mr. McKiSSOCK followed in defence of the 


doctrines of the message “and in support of the | it up. 


pending boundary bill. 
Mr. 
ten o’clock, and, 


On his motion, the committee rose and the House i) inert aioe Sdicnidsignl: ae the: auldeute aie 


adjourned. 


MEMORIALS. 


The following memorials were presented under | 


the rule, and appropriately referred : 


WING obtained the floor at quarter past || 1 gated that on the 13th of March I| urged the 


itself to the claim of Texas || 
to the Rio Grande, from its mouth to its source; | 
and he deciared that if he should be brought to 


vote for the pending boundary bill, it would only ‘| fore, and was the subject of discussion a few 


| 
| 
} 


By Mr. BOWIE: The memorial of Edward Stabler, and | 


others, af Montgomery county, Maryland, praying for an ap- 
propriation of 
“—~ 

y 
of Philadelphia, asking for an assimilated rank for medical 
officers of the navy. 


IN SENATE. 
Tavurspay, August 15, 1850. 


Mr FELCH, from the Committee on Public | 


Lands, to which was referred the bill from the 


$25,000 for the erection of a plank road || 
the District of Columbia to the Montgomery line, ke. || 
r CHANDLER: The memorial of sundry citizens || 


\| 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
} 
; 


House of Representatives to create the office of | 
surveyor general of the public lands in Oregon, | My recollection of the history of this matter is 
and te provide for the survey and to make dona- quite vague, but I believe it is this: that when the 
tions to settlera of the said public lands, reported | majority of the Senate determined to have a com- 
back the same, with amendments; which were or- | mittee, a8 a measure of policy, to whom all the 


dered to be printed. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Indian | 


Affairs, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives for the rehef of Al-lo- 


ian and his representatives, and their grantees, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice that he would 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to provide for the payment of a 
company of Indian volunteers, called into the ser- 
| vice of the United States. 

FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 
Mr. MASON. I ask the Senate to take up 
| Senate bill No. 23, being the bill * to provide for 
| the more effectual execution of the third clause of 
the second section of the fourth article of the Con- 
| stitution of the United States,” with a view to 
| offer a resolution in connection with it. It is the 
| fugitive slave bill, which I ask the Senate to take 





| up with a view of making it the special order of 
| the day for Monday next, at twelve o’clock, and 
for every succeeding day, at the same hour, until 
it is disposed of. 

Mr. CASS. Before the question is taken on 
this proposition, I wish to say asingle word. The 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Burier,} by 
way of reproach or complaint, I do not know 
which, nor exactly to whom it was addressed, 
said that opposition had been heretofore made to 
taking up this bill. I do not know by whom that 
opposition was made, and | wish at least to clear 
| my skirts of it. The honorable Senator from In- 
diana stated the other day the efforts he had made 
on this subject. I will now state mine. 

On the 13th of March I had the honor to urge 
the Senate to take up that bill. This is the lan- 
guage | then used: 


‘* My own opinion is, sir, that we should take up the bill 


|| for the recapture of fugitive slaves, reported by the Judi- | 


Mr. SACKETT took the floor, and addressed || 


ciary Committee. Lam disposed to suspend all our dig- 
| cussions, and lay aside all other iness, with a view to 
act upon that bill without unnecessary delay, and to pass it 
| in such form as may be acceptable to a majority of this 
body. That isa point upon which the South feels most 
acutely, and in regard to which it has the most serious 
cause of complaint. 1 have heard but one man in this 
body dény the existence of this evil, andthe necessity of 
providingan adequate remedy.”’ 


At that time | mentioned the circumstance to a | 


number of members of the Senate, and I request- 
ed the honorable Senator from Mississippi, who 
addressed the Senate yesterday on the subject, 
{[Mr. Foorg,] to converse with several southern 
| Senators, and ask them if they would not join us 
in taking up that bill. Hedid so, and he reported 
| undertake to say. But 1 was sorry to hear it, for 
itwasabad augury for that harmony which | 
wanted to see prevail in this country. 

| Mr. 
| Michigan having again alluded to this subject 
Mr. CASS. _ It is the first time. 

Mr. MASON. It has been alluded to here be- 


days ago. I understand him to say that the fu- 
gitive slave bill was not taken up on aceount of 
refusal on the part of southern Senators to take 


Mr. CASS. Allow me to put my friend right. 
Senate to take up that bill, and that I spoke to the 


conversed with several southern Senators and re- 
ported what I before stated. 
Mr. MASON, I have no information on that 
| subject, nor do | profess to recollect the course of 
proceeding very accurately prior to the committal 
| of this subject to the Committee of Thirteen, nor do 
I deem it at all material, nor dol knew for what 
purpose the idea is now sent abroad that some of 
“ ane Senators were opposed to taking up 
| the bill. 
Mr. CASS. May I state why I alluded to this 


|| subject? 


| Mr. MASON.. Yes, sir. 
| Mr. CASS. It was because the honorable 
| Senator from South Carolina made it a matter of 
reproach, which I do not wish to rest on me. 

Mr. MASON. With that I have nothing to do. 


| subjects cgnnected with the institution of slav 


| should be referred, it was deemed politic to have 
the question respecting fugitive slaves referred 
along with them. It is known, according to my 


recollection, that a long debate arose as to the pro- || took up the bill to establish 


MASON. The honorable Senator from || 


+ 


Aug. 15, 
. . — 
priety of having such a committee raised sa 
another long debate as to what 
ee wee Some were in 
particular questions, and others 
that related to the institution of slavery. By 

ter much time had been consumed as to nae 
the committee, and then further time ag to den 
jects to be referred to it, this bill, previonn nt” 
ported from the Committee on the Judvign 
referred among others. It has been feupceaa 
since that time, to take it up and act upon it. 1! 
was my own opinion that it should be t s 


an aken o 
soon as the measures comprised in the bit! reported 


| 


. »and then 
vuestions 
avOr Of refer; 
of referring. ; 


by the Committee of Thirteen were acted y 

I ask now, therefore, that it may be made the . 

cial order of the day for Monday next 
each succeeding day till disposed of. | d, 


and for 


d 
that it should come up now, because sins ‘Senn 


tors desire to have it postponed till that @ 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I merely Ye 
say, as one of that class of persons referred an 
“southern Senators,’’ that I have never objected 
to the taking up of this bill. fF never considered it 
| a matter of very much importance, nor do | now 
| [have said that unless our brethren of the Non) 
| will take measures to effect the restoration of 
|| tive slaves under the provisions of the Constity 
| 1 have no confidence im the efficacy of an 
that may be passed y Congress on the subject, 
Mr. BUTLER. was not in the Senate to 
hear the remarks of the honorable Senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. Cass,} but I can, in a few words 
|| give the history of this bill so far as I am con. 
|| neeted with it. I well reeolect bringing in this bil 
|| and opening the subject with a few remarks, | 
| afterwards made an extended speech on the bill, 
| The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Haze} 
| wished to reply, and he had the Soor for that pur. 
pose; and while he had the floor the fugitive slave 
|| bill was superseded by the proposition for a Com- 
|| mittee of Thirteen. TI never attributed to that bil} 
| any of the great efficacy which some Senators seem 
|| to have attached to it; but I never have refused, as 
|| chairman of the Committee,on the Judiciary, to 
| take up the biil whenever it was proposed, 
The question being taken, the motion to take up 
| the bill was agreed to. 

The further consideration of the bill was then 
|| postponed until Monday next, and it was made 
the special order for that day at twelve o'clock. 
|| PROTEST AGAINST ADMITTING CALIFORNIA. 
|| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
|| motion of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hov- 
|| TER] to receive the Protest presented yesterday, 

\| and to spread it upon the Journal of the Senate. 
| Mr. HUNTER. I would state, that by the 
| unanimous consent of the protestants, another par- 
agraph has been added, which | desire may be 
read by the Secretary. 
The PRESIDENT. The protest has been mod- 
| ified, which the protestants had a right to do, the 
document not having yet"been received. 
The additional paragraph was then read as fol- 
|| lows: 
\| * Because the admission of California as a State into the 
|| Union, without any previous reservation assented to by her 
of the public domain, might involve an aetual surrender of 
that domain to, or, at all events, places its future dispose! a 
the merey of that State, and, as no reservation in the bill 
can be binding upon her until she assents to it, her dissent 
‘ hereafter’ would'in no manner affect or impair the act of 
|| her admission.” 


The debate was then continued by Messrs 
| BADGER, WALKER, HUNTER, BENTON, 
BUTLER, HOUSTON, CASS, PRATT, DAVIS 
of Mississippi, DOWNS, WHITCOMB, and 

TURNEY. 
|| Mr, NORRIS moved to lay upon the table the 
} question of reception and the motion to spread the 
|| protest upon the Journal. 
|| Mr. BADGER called forthe yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered, and were as follow: 

YEAS— Messrs. Badger, Benton, Bradbury, Bright, Chase, 
Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, of Wisconsio, 
Downs, Greeve, Hamlin, Houston, Muler, Norris, Phelp*, 
Pratt, Smith, Underw Upham, Wales, Walker, Wir 


NAYS—Mesers. Atchison, Barnwell, Berrien, Butler. 
Cass, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge 0 
Iowa, Hunter, » Morton, Rusk, Sebastian, Sbields, 
Soulé » Turney, and Yulee—19. 
So the whole subject was laid upon the table. 
[For the debate, see Appendix.) 
NEW MEXICO. 
On the motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate 
ish a territorial gover" 
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1850. 
= in the Territory of New Mexico, and it was 
ird time. 

rad # wit NTHROP called for the yeas ent nays 
ni question “* Shall the bill pass?” and they 


dd. 
ye ON CKINSON. The final passage of this 
i was one of those questions ee which | have 
bi of with my colleague. If { were to vote I 
Proald yote for the passage of the bill; but under 


the circumstances, A am notat liberty to vote upon 
this question. , bilan tl 
Mr. SMITH. Upon this particular bill I too 


have paired of with the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi, (Mr. Foors,] and therefore [ shall 
got record my name upon its passage. 

The vote was then taken, and it resulted as fol- 
jows: : : 

-BAS—Messts. Atchison, Badger, Benton, Berrien, 

oe Bright, Cass, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Lowa, 
| are Downs, Felch, Houston, Hunter, King, Mangum, 
nee Norris, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Sturgeon, 
Masood, Wales, and Whiteomb—27. 
UyAYS—Mesers. Chase, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Greene, Hamlin, Miller, Phelps, Upham, 
Walker, and Winthrop—10, 

So the bill was passed, 

On the motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the title was 
made to conform to the body of the bill, omitting 
« Ulah;”’and as agreed to, it is “* A bill to establish 
« Territorial Government for New Mexico.” 

On the motion of Mr, ATCHISON, it was or- 
dered that when the Senate adjourn it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. shy 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business, and after some time the 
doors were reopened and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Famar, Jugust 16, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
NEW MEXICO. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
A. Dicxtns, Esq., Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill to provide for 
the territorial government of New Mexico. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. EWING, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
siate of thé Union, (Mr. Burr in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill making ap- 
sropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the current fiscal year. 

Mr. EWING was entitled to the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee during the allotted hour. 
His remarks were addressed, not to the tyll before 
the committee, but to an examination o 


the Texan boundary. The message, Mr. E. ob- 
served, consisted of two parts: first, an exposition 
of the views of the President as to what his duty 
would be in the event of a certain contingency; 
and secondly, recommendations to Congress as to 
the measures which should be adopted by that 
body. He thought it unfortunate that the Presi- 
dent should have written the first part of his mes- 
sage, instead of confining himself to a reconymend- 
ation to Congress of such measures as, in his 
judgment, might be required, &c. Arguing thi 
point, generally, and not in its particular bearinit 
upon the Texan question, he contended that no 
State could ever be forced, by a resort to the mili- 
tary and naval power, to on J course of policy, be- 
cause free government could not be maintained 
where the application of force was required. He 
then ereapsiel to read from the message of the 
President, with a view to show that the President 
was in favor of Mr. Pearce’s bill, or of some anal- 
ogous proposition. If that was so, the question 
then presented itself, should Congress adopt the 
President’s recommendation? For his own part, 
he declared his intention to vote for the bill which 
had passed the Senate, with all his power and 
atrength, as being the best for the North, the best 
for the South, and the best for the Union. As one 
of those who had always believed the claim of 
Texas to the boundary of the Rio Grande to be a 
good claim, yet he a to a | 
every respect, as rega her future well-being, 
and the decslesmaaitt ef her resources, Texas 
would be infinitely better off under the bill of Mr. 
Pearce, than under the confirmation of her original 
claim of title. 


There were four minutes left of the time allot- 
ted for debate. 
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Mr. SWEETSER took the floor. He said: i timé, or since the annexation, which authorized 
i have obtained the floor, at this late period, in | Texas now to claim what she never had the ability 
order to all the attention of the committee to a sin- to assert prior to her annexation. Such being his 
gle point, in order to make a distinction between | conviction, he should refrain from doing any act 
the claim of Texas to the territory lying between | which may prejudice the rights of Texas. He 
the Mueces and the Rio Grande, und the disputed || was willing to have the question of boundary 
line between New Mexico and Texas, without | referred to a commission, or ire, as antici 
any intention of discussing the various topics || pated in the articles of annexation, or submitred 
which have claimed the attention of the commit- || by agreement to the Pane tribunals of the 
tee, during the consideration of the President’s || country, and whatever decision might be made, he 
message, in regard to the State of Texas and || was willing to abide. 
New Mexico. Sir, at the time Congress had un- || But he would never vote ren mitutons, or 
der consideration the resolutions of annexation, it | any other sum, to buy from Texas territory which 
was well understood, in and out of Congress, that || he did not believe belonged to her. Te did 
the country between~ the Nueces and the Rio || not fancy the time and manner in which this mat- 
Grande was a portion of encient Texas, and that || ter of indemnity had been made prominent and 
Texas, after she had thrown off the Mexican ju- | pressed upon Congress. 
risdiction, had organized that district of country, || _ He had no fears of a collision of arms between 
and attached it to an election district; although | Texas and the United States; and if he had, he 
would not vote the money of the people into the 
pockets of Texan bond-holders, under any war- 
like exhibitions which might be made now; it 
would be setting a precedent which would lead to 
incalculable mischief. His constituents were will- 
ing to do justice to Texas. Ohio had always 
been her friend. If Texas has title to the Terri- 
tory, there is a legal and constitutional manner for 
her to assert it; if she has no right, the people of 
Ohio would not approve the act of her representa- 
country, and marched the Mexican troops west of || tives whe should vote to give Texas ten millions, 
the Rio Grande, across into the States above men- || when in their judgment she was not entitled to a 
tioned. There were no troops on the west on || dollar, because she threatens a fight. The voice 
the line of New Mexico. At the time of annex- || of Ohio is, and will be, “* millions for defence, not 
ation, this boundary between Texas and New || a cent for tribule.”’ 

Mexico had never been ascertained, and but one Such being his convictions, he feels it his duty 
attempt was made to explore—the ill-fated Santa | to make his views known in advance of his acting 
| upon the Senate bill now upon the Speaker's table. 

Mr. BAYLY (availing himself of his priv- 
ilege under the rule) took the floor, and addressed 
the committee for half an hour. 

Mr. BAYLY said: I have been anxious, Mr. 
Chairman, for an opportunity to express my views 
at length upon the late message of the President 
of the United States. But I understand the spirit 
of the rule which gives toa gentleman who has 
reported a bill the privilege of closing the debate, 
to be, that he may defend the bill against attacks 
which have been made upon it, and I shall not 
violate the spirit of that rule. But I cannot, in 
speaking for the first tine in this House since the 
late message has been before us, refrain from ex- 
pressing my opinions of it. I shall reserve it for 
a future occasion to sustain them. I do not hesi- 
tate to say, after the most deliberate and careful 
between the Rio Grande and the Nueces, and the |, examination of it, thata more unsound and dan- 
balance of Texas. The Mexican army crossed || gerous message has never emanated from the Ex- 
the Rio Grande in order to carry out that object. || ecutive of the United States. 

The war was brought on, as declared inthe pream- _—«=iif it be true, as the President claims, that he 
ble of the act of 1846, ** by the act of Mexico.” || may decide first what the law is, and then that he 

It does not surprise me to hear Whigs, who were || may execute it, as he decides it to be, with the 
opposed to the war, and denounced it at the time, || army and navy, | say that this Government iis a 
and now denounce the party who prosecated that | military despotism. There are, sir, but three oc- 
war, and vindicated the national honor, confound || casions, as the law now stands, on which the mili- 
the position of the Democratic party, in regard to || tary force of this country can be used. The one 
the Upper and Lower Rio Grande. No man or || ia, to repel an invasion ; the second is, where the 
party in this country now, or in this discussion, || process of the courts is resisted, and the President 
has been bold enough to discuss the title of Texas is called on, by the court itself, to assist its mar- 
to the Lower Rio Grande, The universal acquies- || shal in executing its decree; and the third is, when 
cence of the whole country, has long since silenced || he is called on by the Legislature of a State, or if 
that class of Mexican sympathizers who made | it cannot be convened, by the Executive, to sup- 
that question, in order to justify Mexican aggres- || press an insurrection. But in neither of these 
sion and condemn their own country, whilst the | cases could he use the army and navy, if authority 
war existed. Thereis no man in this House who || to do so had not first been given by the Congress 
believes, that if Mexico had marched an army to || of the United States. 

Santa Fé, and proclaimed their object to be to || Under our theory of Government, it was de- 
maintain the Stateof New Mexico in the posses- signed emphatically that the military arm should 
sion of her ancient, known, and organized bound- || be completely and entirely under the control of the 
aries, and remained within eaid boundaries, that a | representatives of the people. He has no right to 
collision of arms would have taken place between use the army and navy, except in the precise cases 
the United States and Mexico. * || in which he is authorized to do it by Congress. 

Here the hour having arrived for closing the de- || But for a law of Congress to carry it out, the pro- 
bate in Committee of the Whole, the Chairman’s || vision of the Constitution, requiring him to tke 
hammer fell. '| care that the laws are faithfully executed, would 

Mr.S. intended to have said, that he desired to be || be a dead letter. And so it would be in the case 
liberal to Texas, and to give her every fair oppor- || of an invasion or insurrection, and hence the laws 
tunity to assert her rights to a disputed boundary, | of 1795 and 1807 were passed to give them vitality. 
acknowledged on all hands to be so at the time of || I say, the law as it now stands does not authorize 
annexation, but he did not intwnd to vote under || the President of the United Staten to-use the arm 
any pressure that would influence his judgment, | in the contingency which he contemplates; and if 
or control his vote. | he does, as he has said he will do, his act will be 

He did not believe that Texas had any validclaim || an act of war—of civil war, and commenced with- 
to the territory included within the ancient limits || out authority of law. This opinion | shall take the 
of New Mexico. He did not believe. the || firat opportunity that presents itself to sustain. 
Government had by any act, either befo the It has been said by e good many gentlemen who 


had contested the night of Texas to dominion 
over that district of country. {It was, however, 
under the jurisdiction of Texas at the time of an- 
nexation. itis also well known that in 1836, after 
the battle of San Jacinto, that Texas entered into a 
treaty with General Santa Anna, in which it was 
stipulated, that the remnant of the Mexican army 
then in Texas should retire from the Texan terri- 
tory, and that General Filisola did leave the 


It has been attempted in this debate to urge 
upon the Democratic side of the House, by the 
Whigs, that inasmuch as the war with Mexico | 
was brought on by the assertion of the Texan 
boundary, the Democratic party are now bound, 
by honor and good faith to Texas, to concede and 
maintain to Texas her boundary as claimed upon | 
the Rio Grande from its mouth to its source. Some 
of the southern Democrats seem willing to yield |; 
to the force of the argument, and quail before the 
denunciation. 

Now, sir, | maintain that this Government went 
to war with Mexico because she had marched an 
army to her northern frontier with the avowed in- 
tention of reducing all Texas, from the Rio Grande 
to the Sabine, to submission to the Mexican Gov- 
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have addressed the House, that they mre pleased {| to 
with the general tone and spirit of this message. | 
So far from the apparent moderation of the mes- || 
sege and its placid tone quieting my alarm, it 

reatly adda to it, False doctrines, sir, can only 
& propagated when ambition, falling in with tem- | 
porary expediency and the prejudices of the times, 
ge them over with a pliancy of language which 

extrously commend them to general acceptance. 
The difficulties existing, and the anxiety of the | 
country for a settlement of them; the goot temper | 
in which the message has been conceived, are the || 
circumstances which have greatly contributed to || 
awaken concern. Under a different state of feel- | 
ing, | do not mistake the American people in say- 
ing, that from Maine to ‘Texus there can be but 
one opinion in respect to it, and that would be of 
decisive condemnation. General Jackson’s proc- 

larnation and the measures which followed it, revo- 
lutionized parties in thiscountry. But it and they 

were propriety itself in comparison with this mes- | 
sare and the measures contemplated. 

{ cannot go further into that matter now, for, as 
I said, | do not mean to violate the spirit of the 
rule that gives me the right to close the debate. 1 
shall now advert to the only two points that have 
been made in the debate concerning the bill itself. 
One by my friend from ‘Tennessee, and my col- | 
league upon the Committee of Ways and Means. 
This committee will recollect that that gentleman 
and myself have been directly at points for some | 
time, as to the amount of money which will be | 
required from the general Treasury to defray the 
expenses of the Government fur the present fiscal 
penr. 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] 
maintains that the appropriation bills already be- 
fore the House, and other claims upon the Treas- | 
ury, will make it necessary for us to bring into the 
general Treasury $52,000,000 to meet the ex- | 
penses of the current year. It will be recollected 
thet when he first made this statement to the com- | 
mittee, I stated that it was palpably erroneous in 
revere! particulars, and | endeavored to point them 
out; but the en has attempted to elaborate 
his views and sustain the correctness of his siate- 
ments, 

If the gentleman from Tennessee means to af- 
firra that the burdens which this Government | 
throws upon the people amount to fifty-two mil- | 
lions of dollars a year, then | say, not only is his 
estimate within bounds, but it is infinitely below | 
the reality. But if, on the other hand, he means to | 
say that it will be necessary for us to raise money | 
to meet the contemplated expenditures for this 
fiscal year to the amount of fifty-twe millions of | 
dollars, then he is greatly above the mark. I read 


be more nearly accurate, instead of taking the 
estimate of the balances of appropriations which 
| would lie over, made more than eight months ago, 
| he had better have made a new one now when 
_the year has expired, and the data for an estimate 
are fuller. The balances of last year to be ex- 
| pended this year are probably much larger than 
| the estimates. I hold in my hand an estimate 
| which I had prepared at the Treasury Depart- 
ment, showing that on the 30th of June, 3850, 
there was a balance in the Treasury of $14,105 000 
unexpended; thus exceeding by nine millions the 
estimates which the gentleman relies on. | know 
the amount of these balances has been since very 
| materially decreased. This was the balance on 
| the 30th of June, 1850. Since then money has 
been paid out—for instance, you take the per 
diem and mileage of members of Congress—then 
there was a balance of upwards of one hundred 
thousand dollars; now the appropriation is ex- 
hausted. I might enumerate many other items to 
show, that although this was the balance on the || 
| 30th of June, 1850, yet a large part of that sum 
|| has been since exhausted. But during this fiscal 
year there will certainly be more than five millions 
| six hundred and fifty thousand dellars expended, 
which were appropriated last year. 

Mr. JONES. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman says that he has 
estimates of thousands of dollars of appropria- 
tions for several years past. I wish to ask if he 
_ has also estimates of the appropriations provided 
| for the deficiency bills for the same years, and 
| how they compare with these sums of appropria- 
| tions? 

Mr. BAYLY. I am glad the gentleman has 
called my attention to this. He says, though this 
balance is hanging over, there will be a necessity 
for the passage of deficiency bills next session. 
I fear there will be; but I do not anticipate it can 

|| be large. 

But there is one other point which | desire to 
notice. There has been a great deal of com- 
plaint—a sort of side-bar complaint—at the large 
amount of appropriation bills that have been 
brought into the House from the Committee of 
Waysand Means. And a most ingenious effort 
has been made by gentlemen who know nothing 
of what they are talking about, to cast censure 
upon that committee. Our duty is to appropriate 
money to carry out the existing laws; we cannot 
repeal the law. If Congress pass laws which re- 
quite money to carry them into execution, this 
House may repeal them, it is true; or they may, 
if they think it wise, refuse to make the necessary 
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I shall not detain the committee to 
particularly in what branches of the ome 
there been an increase of expenditure—n 
not necessary that | should do so; it is Sufficient : 
say that there is scarcely an item in this bill o ” 
which the committee had any control, if _ 
appropriations are extravagant, let this a 
repeal the laws which authorize and require the ~ 
Whilst those laws remain on the statute book Z 
committee would understand their duty very cao 
ly, in my opinion, if they should undertake p 
withhold an appropriation which the jaw makes 
necessary. 

But | shall not go further into this argument With 
my friend from Tennessee. He includes impro 
erly, as I have shown, two items which shes 
swell his estimate $11,100,167, and bring down 
the amount that it is necessary to be supplied from 
the general Treasury to about forty millions, which 
is, In-my opinion, reckless extravagance. But i; 
is extravagance over which the Committee of 
Waysand Means had no contro}, that is to be pro- 
vided for only by the law-making power. 

There was one other point made by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Caser.} He complains 
that although there was a vast number of petitions 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
on the subject of an increase of the tariff, particu. 
larly in regard to the duty on iron, that the com. 
mittee have never taken up the subject for action, 


| and have never made any report upon it. Wel) 


now, sir, does not every member of this House 
know—does-not every man in the country know, 
that at this session, when the attention of Congress 
has been constantly distracted by the all-absorbing 
question of slavery, that it was impossible to ge; 
this House to act upon any subject, unless it was 
one of the nfost pressing and crying necessity, and 
about which there was no difference of opinion? 
Does not the gentleman know that it has been im- 
possible to take up any other question than this 
all-absorbing one? Well, who is responsible for 
this? The Committee of Ways and Means? 
Are they responsible? I undertake, sir, to say 
that there is no one delegation in this House who 
is more responsible for the state of things of which 
the gentleman complains than his own, and par- 
ticularly that part.of the delegation with which he 


| is politically associated. 


Mr. CASEY, (Mr. Bayuy yielding.) I en- 
deavored to have my remarks printed by this 
| morning; but having failed in that, I will state to 
| the gentleman from Virginia that it was the fact 

that | complained of that the petitions, &c., had not 
been acted upon for the space of more than seven 
months Nor did | charge the chairman of that 
committee more than other members of it, with 





appropriation; but the Committee of Ways and 
Means have no such power. There are scarcely 
any of the items of these bills—certainly none of 


termine whether the point made by the gentleman 

was, that the burdens which the edecimant im- | 
poses upon the peapie are to the extent of fifty- || any large amount—which are not authorized by 
two millions of dollars, or whether that we should || laws of Congress; and for these laws of Congress 
be required to raise that sum to defray its ex- || the committee isnot responsible. ‘To illustrate: | 
penses. But let his meaning be either the one || have taken pains to ascertain what has been the 
way or the other, his estimate is still incomplete; || 


| amount appropriated by the civil and diplomatic 
because, if he referred to the burdens, as I have |! appropriation bill for the year ending the 30th of 
suid, he is greatly below the mark; and if he refers 


! | June, 1847, passed at the session of 1845-46, and 
to the amount of money to be raised to meet our ex- || before the war was declared, and I find that the 
penpitares, he is above it. For instance, he takes || civil and diplomatic appropriations for that year 
the Post Office. The amount of appropriations forthe || was $4,151,866. This year we propose to appro- 
Post Office Deparment for this year is $5,443,637. || priate-¢9,799,237. 

That is a burden upon the people. There is nodoubt Well, sir,-most of this increase—very nearly the 
sbout it. Buthe arrays it in his estimates to show || whole of it—is made up of two items alone; the 
the amount of moneys which we are to raise from || one is $3,360,000, which is for Mexican indemnit 
the customs and other sources of revenue to meet | that has been made necessary by the treaty with 
the expenses of the Government; yet he knows | Mexico, concluded in 1848. And the other item 
that the Post Office supports itself. Then he takes || is $1,116,000 for taking the census, which of course 
an item of five millions six hundred and fifty-six } did not exist then, and the necessity for which is 
thousand dollars of balances of appropriations || created by law. Thus these two items alone, for 
made last year, but which are to be expended this || which not only was the committee bound to re- 
year. That would bea very proper item to in- || port a bill, but which Congress is bound to pass a 
clude if we weré not absolutely certain that, of || law to provide for, added to the amount appro- 
the appropriations that we are now making, as || priated in 1845-’6, bring it up to $8,627,866. Well, 
or a larger amount will lie over to be ex- || sir, what are the other points of increased expend- 


his speech, and I was a good deal at a loss to de- 


pended in the coming year. Thus, these balances || iture? Why they are demanded by laws that 
ef appro hanging over from Ae to year, || have been heretofore passed. Take the various 
ne will about balance each other. items as they are arranged under the appropriate 


entieman from Tennessee said in his 
epeech that this may be so or it may not. I have 
taken the pains te look back for a number of 
years, and I find that in no single year has it 
occurred that there are not these balances of ap- 
open lying over from one to the next. 
And in this respect, if the gentleman had wished li 


heads—for,instance, the pay and mileage of mem- 
bers of Congress; the increased contingent ex- 
penses of all the departments. There is, sir, in the 
expenses of the judiciary department alene an in- 
crease of upwards of $120,000. Then we have 


oa since then a new Executive Depart- 
men 








any neglect of duty; and cited this as an evidence 
of the indisposition of this House to do anything 
for the relief of the suffering interests of the couv- 
try. The fact, as I stated it, of course, the gen- 
tleman does not, and cannot deny. 

Mr. BAYLY. I cannot accept the apology of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. | cannot con- 
sent that I shall be exculpated, and blame thrown 
upon the committee; because, during this session 
of Congress, it gives me great pleasure to say, 

ere has been little attion of the committee in 

hich I have not cordially concurred; and what | 
was saying was not in defence of myself, but of 
the committee as a body. And in that defence | 
said, that although there had been a vast number 
of those petitions thrown before the committee, we 
did not mean to do the useless thing of under- 
taking to go into an investigation of that subject, 
when it was perfectly evident to everybody that 
the state of things in this House, to a large exten! 
produced by the associates and friends of the gen 
tleman himself, made any action —_ the subject 
entirely impossible. If the gentleman and his 
friends, in the early part of the session, had taken 
up this exciting subject, which is now abeortans 
all attention, and met it as patriots, and adjus' 
the question in a way that would have met with 
the approbation of the county, and which would 
have given to the country peace and quietness, We 
would have had time to reéxamine the tarill ‘ 
1846, and come to some decision concerning 't, 
and to have been now actually at our homes, \"- 
stead of being here, involved with these questions 
qui*e as much as we were at the first of the session. 
Yet, to say, when it is known that the 
majori the committee is as little liable as any 
gentlemen in this House to the charge of having 
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fe pubic business, the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
‘a and his associates complain of that which 

ran themselves have produced. 

“. CASBY. I really do not know or under- 
‘nd what the gentleman means by saying that 
yself and my associates, and those with whom 

jact on this side of the Chamber, are chargeable 
with Keeping Up the slavery agitation, to the hin- 
jance of business of the House and the country. 
appeal, sir, to this House, that my course 
throughout this session has been a moderate and 
conservative ONG. And I must say, that I have 
pelieved that the great opposition to a fair and 
yitable compromise of these questions, has come 
fom southern gentlemen on this floor, and par- 
‘icularly from that side of the House with which 
degentleman acts, = 
Mr.BAYLY. Quite the reverse, as the House 
and the whole country will beat testimony. Why, 
gho isit that, in relation to the question of slavery, 
havedone more to put us in a condition unfit for 
the transaction of any other business, than the gen- 
teman from his own State—I mean the gentleman 
fom the Lancaster district ?[Mr.Srevens.] They 
chiely contribated to produce this state of things, 
making the neglect by us of our ordinary congres- 
sional duties which they comp!ain of, inevitable. 
Most of the Democrats from Pennsylvania have 
pursued a patriotic course upon the slavery ques- 
tion. Some of them have eminently done so. If 
others had followed their example, an adjustment 
of it upon terms of equality and justice could 
long ago have been. made, quiet given to the 
country, and the tariff taken up, and any defects 
in it removed. But, instead of it, the leader of 
your part of the delegation, the member from 
Lancaster, [Mr. Srevens,] has of all others made 
the most offensive speeches, and has more than 
most others contributed to the state of féeling in 
Congress which makes ordinary legislation im- 
possible, And he, and others — act with him, 
will be responsible for whatever of mischief may 
ensue in consequence, 
lam not one of those who regard the tariff act 
of 1846 as being perfect; there is nothing perfect 
in human legislation. When I voted for it, in a 
speech | made at the time, [ said it was a great 
improvement upon the tariff act of 1842, but that 
it by no means came up to my idea of what it 
ought to be. But 1 am free to confess that the op- 
eration of it has more than met my most sanguine 
expectations. 1 do not mean to say, with a view 
to revenue, which is the only legitimate object of 
atariff, that very beneficial amendments may not 
bemade. On the contrary, am quite clear, that 
with the experience we have now had, it could be 
greatly improved in many particulars. We have 
heard a great deal, partionlesty from Pennsylvania, 
about the great distress in that State with the iron 
interest, 1am inclined to believe, after a good 
deal of examination, that that interest ig suffering 
at this time to a considerable extent. [ sincerely 
hope the pressure will be temporary. There is 
no man in this country who is more of a friend to 
that interest than myself. There is no one who 
is more anxious to see it flourish. Of all the pro- 
ductive interests of this country it is one which 
ought to commend itself more than almost any 
other to the favor of this nation. It is a hardy 
pursuit; it does not enervate the persons engaged 
in it as do some other manufacturing pursuits, and 
thus emasculate the country. Its employers are 
sturdy men, not like the sickly inmates of man 
of the establishments which we are asked to foster 
by a protective tariff. Keeping always in view 
the only legitimate object of a tariff, 1 should be 
glad that it could be so arranged as incidentally to 
oster that interest. But the day for protective 
duties for protection sake has passed, and I be- 
lieve forever. But in reference to the subject of 
the tariff, the committee determined simply that 
at this time we consider it inexpedient to recom- 
mend to this House to attempt to act upon the 
subject. Having thus briefly replied to the re- 
marks of gentlemen having particular reference to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, { shall not 
longer detain the committee. 
Mr. B. having concluded— 
nt CHAIR intimated that, as the bill was very 
ng, he should regard each appropriation as a 
ther “rad oe distinct section, and should “ 
r section i 
ordes 16 valle ee passed, it was not 


wolaced thi state of things, this obstruction of ||~ The Clerk read the first section, as follows: 


-he would have shaped his motion in such a wa 
as to have secured for it a fair chance of passage. It | 
may not be impossible but that the amendment | 












“¢ For compensation and mileage of Senators, members of 
the House of Representatives, and Delegates, $416,338 : 
Provided, That the mileage of Senators, Representatives, 
and Delegates shall hereafter be computed on the route by 
which the mails are transported from the Capitol to the res- 
idence of each Serator, Representative, or Delegate : 4nd 
ear , That no such member of either branch of 

ngress, residing east of the Recky Mountains, shall re- 
ceive more than $1,000 mileage for each session, and no 
such member or delegate residing west of the Rocky 
Mountains shall receive more than $2,000 mileage for each 
session. Nor shall any member of the Senate receive mile- 
age for any session of that body which may be called with- 
in thirty days after the adjournment of both Houses of 
Congress, unless the travel, for whieh such mileage is 
charged, has been actually performed.” 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved to amend 
it, by adding thereto the following: 

“Provided, further, That the salaries of all officers, civil 
and military, as well aa members of Congress, holding offices 
under this Government, where the salary is over $1,000, and 
no constitutional prohibition, from and after the Ist Monday 
in December, 1850, shall be reduced one-fifth upon the 
whole amount of salary, provided it does not reduce the 
salary below $1,000, and then down to that sum.” 

Mr. J. contended that the amendment ought to 
be adopted; and that if retrenchment was neces- | 
sary at any time, this was the time. He referred 
to the rapid increase which had taken place of late 
years in the expenditures of the General Govern- 
ment,and contended that the time had arrived 
when Congress should, in good faith, set to work 
to reduce them. He hoped that the amendment 
would be agreed to in committee, so that he might 
have the yeas and nays upon it in the House. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. SWEETSER moved to amend the section 
by reducing the mileage of members residing east 
of the Rocky Mountains, from $1,000 to $500; and 
the mileage of those residing west thereof, from 
$2,000 to $1,000. ' 

Mr. S. briefly submitted, that the sum contem- 
plated by the amendment, was sufficient for the 
purpose; and he expressed his desire that the 
amendment would be agreed to in committee, so 
that a record vote might be taken upon it in the 
House. 

Mr. THURSTON said: Mr. Chairman, I am 
opposed to the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
and | wish to state my reasons briefly, why I am 
opposed to it. Ido not mean to impugn the mo- | 
tives of the gentleman in offering this amendment, 
but really, sir, I should have supposed, if sincere, 








was framed in this way purposely to defeat its | 


gentleman could ejaculate some sentences for Bun- 
combe. It may be, sir, that the gentleman would 
rather see anything else pass than this amend- 
ment, notwithstanding his advocacy of its pas- 


pute motives to him in offering the amendment. 
The CHAIR said, that the gentleman from Ore- 
gon was out of order in making such an imputa- 
tion. 
A motion was made that the gentleman from 


ing decided in the affirmative, 

Mr. THURSTON said: Mr. Chairman, I cor- 
dially acquiesce in the decision, if I had imputed 
any motives to the gentleman. 
ever, intending to assert that the gentleman offered 
the amendment with any improper motives. I 
meray said, that it might be that he would ex- 
tremely regret to see, his own amendment prevail. 
But as to his real motive, sir, I consider it doubt- 
ful whether he had any motive. Surely, sir, he 
could not have understood its effect, else he must 
stand convicted of wishi 
to come to Congress and beara portion of their 
own expense. To show you, sir, and the com- 


case. 

It will cost me, to go from this place to New 
York, at least twelve dollars. Then if [ take gen- 
tlemen’s fare from New York to Chagres, it will 


his own bread and meat to eat 
is the tendency of kiayamend- 


rate fare, and ca 
by the way? 


success, and yet to have a horse astride which the | 


sage. 
Mr. SWEETSER called Mr. Tuvrsron to or- | 
der, on the ground that it was out of order to im- | 





| twenty-four dollars! 





| they expect to pay liberally—they desire it. 





Oregon have leave to proceed in order, which be- | 


I disclaim, how- | 





members or delegates | 


cost mc one hundred and twenty-five dollars. I | 
suppose the gentleman Would allow this, or would | 
he want a Representative or Delegate to take a 






























\| can arrive to an office of honor or trust. 


mittee, the effect of this amendment, let us recur to 


facts. And in doing this, I will speak of my own | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
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ment, and such the tendency of this whole system 
of demagoguing about the pay and mileage of mein- 
bers. Well, sir, it will cost me to cross the Isth- 
mus of Panama fifty dollars. From that place to 
Astoria, at the mouth of the Columbia river, the 
fare is four hundred dollars, and from Astoria to 
my home, at least twenty-five dollars. Here, sir, is 
six hundred and twelve dollars; and this covers 
merely the actual fare one way. Nothing is reck- 
oned for expenses by the way; none of those 
indispensables which are always necessary in jour- 
neying, and especially in a journey of that kind. 
Toreckon moderately, these expenses will amount 
to two hundred more. This, added to the fare, 
makes eight hundred and twelve dollars. Double 
it for the journey both ways, and you have six- 
teen hundred and twenty-four dollars. To com- 
pensate the Delegate or member frora Oregon, what 
does the amendment of the member from Ohio pro- 
pose? Why, sir, it generously proposes to pay the 
Oregon member, or the Delegate, the sum of one 
thousand dollars only. In other words, the gen- 
tleman from Ohio consents that Oregon may be 
represented here, if her representative will lose 
his time in coming, pay all his necessary expenses, 
pass through the most sickly climate on earth, and 


|| encounter death at every step, and pay a portion 


of his fare to the amount of six hundred and 
A magnanimous heart, this, 
for a son of the great State of Ohio, and for one 
who understands, or should understand, the hard- 
ships and phases of western life! 

Now, sir, it is true, that it actually cost me, 
when I came from Oregon to this place, eleven 
hundred and fifty dollars. Besides meeting a heavy 
loss on the Isthmus, to which all travelers on that 
route are more or less liable, | expended three and 
a half months’ time, paid eleven hundred and 


|| fifty dollars, and came very near losing my life; 


for all of which, in future, Lam, if this amend- 
ment is to prevail, to receive the generous sum of 


|| five hundred dollars. 


Mr. Chairman, | caution gentlemen to pause in 
this course, and to draw up the reins of the hobby- 
steeds they have mounted. The people don’t ask 
faithful servants to work for them for nothing— 
It is 
not so much with the people how much they pay 
for service, as how that service isrendered. I have 
long regretted, sir, this tendency of things. The 


|| moment it rans so far that the poor man of falents 
| cannot serve the people because the pay will not 


sustain himself and family, that moment the mena 
of fortune step in, and fill those places for the 
honor. In England, I understand, members of 
Parliament receive no pay. The result is, that 
men of limited means, those from the common 
walks of life, are virtually estopped, and. all the 
places of honor and trust are filled with the mil- 
lionaires—men who have no sympathies with the 
laboring masses, and no object to attain, except to 
seek how they can best promote and perpetuate 
the class to which they belong. Hence, they legis- 
late for the rich, and affect to charitably provide for 
the poor. Now, sir, if the course of those men be 
not checked, who so dearly love the people as to 
enslave them in the net-work of their actions, the 
child may now be born, who will see the chan- 
nel of wealth the only one through which he 
There 
are men enough in this country who would gladly 
serve their country in Congress, for no other boon 
than the advantages of place and power—men who 
might serve you well and cautiously for a season, 
but who, before you would know, would have 
you fast in the meshes of their artifice, and then 
would suddenly change their position, from that of 
servant to master. 

As one, sir, who am alone indebted to none but 
my Maker for what little | am; as one who has 
struggled like a strong man against the arrogant 
encroachments of aristocracy and wealth; as one 
immediately of, and from the great moving masses 
of this country, I am ready to stand up now and 
hereafter, and forever,and bare my breast to the 
encroachments of this feeling, of this policy, which, 
under the pretence of loving the people, seeks to 
enslave them, secks to strike at their rights and 
prerogatives, and seeks to deprive them of the use 
of servants from and of themselves, by, whom 
they can be faithfully served, and by whom they 
can be served with safety. I say, then, to youl 
tay it to this committee, and I say it to the coun- 
try universal, that the only safe course for the peo- 
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ple to porsve in this matter, is to pay to their ser- 
vants a sum so liberal that they can afford to do 
the work; so liberal that they need not be sub- 
ject to the influence of money; and then to exact | 
of those servanta a faithful performance of their 
duties. These, sir, are my opinions; and while it 
is in me to stand by the laboring masses, of whom | 
Iam enc, and from whom I have received all I | 
have and am, by these opinions I stand unshaken 








and unmoved. || 


| 
} 


Mr. MORSE moved to amend tiie amendment 


so as to allow $3,000 to members residing east, and || 


ar to members residing west of the Rocky | 
cuntains, 

Mr. M. ‘deprecated the attempts constantly | 
made to reduce the compensation of members of || 
Congress, and thus, as we had seen done in some 
of the States of the Union, put the seats up to the || 
lowest bidder. The great mistake in the United | 
States was the want of discrimination between the | 
salaries of offices, the duties of which required ca- | 
pacity, talent, and genius, and the salaries of of- | 
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| The question was taken and the tellers reported, 
ayes 53, noes 70. 
So the amendment of Mr. Onn was rejected. 
| Mr.SCHENCK moved to amend the section by 
inserting after the word ‘* Delegate,’’ in the first 
| proviso, the following: 
| Atthe rate of ten cents per mile for going to and re~ 
| turning from the seat of Government: Provided, ‘That from 


1} —_ after the present Congress, Senators, Representatives, 


| and Delegates, shall, in lieu of a per diem compensation, 
| be each paid an annual salary for their services of ——— 
| dollars, or at that rate for the time said Senator, Repre- 
sentative, or Delegate continues in office: Provided, further, 
| That he shall have actually taken his seat, aud entered upon 
his duties as a member of Congress.’’ 


A member on his left (Mr. S. remarked) said 
that amendment would kill him. He would in- 


'| form the gentleman, that he had offered it two or 


three times before. It had not killed him yet. 
He had confidence in the intelligence of his peo- 
ple. He proceeded to express his belief that the 
present system of paying members of Congréss 
was all wrong. They. were not paid enough by 





fices the daties of which were merely mechanical. | 
The compensation of members of Congress, either | 
in the form of mileage or per diem, should be such | 
as to command the best talent of the country. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. || 

Mr. VENABLE moved to amend the amend- | 
ment by substituting $600 for $500. 

Mr. v. contended that all legislation for cutting || 
down the mileage of members was wrong in prin- || 
ciple. He was notin favor of making the mileage || 
extravagant, and would be willing to see it regu- || 
lated according to the rule proposed at the last | 
Congress. A member who came here from a great || 
distance was entitled to higher remuneration than || 
one who could go home at any time ina short | 
period. He admonished the committee against || 


cutting down the compengation of members so that || 


none but rich men could come here—thus building 


| $2,500. 


the law, and so they undertook to raise the amount 
by construction. To avoid these difficulties, he 
proposed to give ten cents a mile, which would pay 


|| actual expenses, and then an annual salary, which 


was in blank.» He would leave for the committee 
to fillit. He should think it ought to be at least 
He alluded to the expenses to which 
members were subjected in leaving their homes 
and coming here, in keeping up two separate es- 
tablishments, in the breaking up of professional 
business during the sessions not only, but the re- 


| cesses, and said they were poorer paid than any 


other Government officers. To the system of per 
diem compensation, he ascribed the lengthening 
out of the sessions, an evil which, as well as the 
continued quarreling upon the question of mileage, 
would be removed by the change he proposed. 
Mr. DUER expressed his hearty concurrence 


up the most foolish aristocracy on earth, an aris- || in nearly all that had been said by the gentleman 


tocracy of wealth. He argued that the effectual | 


way (o make the representatives of the people in- || 


dependent of the Executive was to pay them well, | 
and thus place them beyond those influences which, 
by making them poor, would inevitably beset them. | 

The question was taken, and the amendment to | 
the amendment was rejected. 

The question recuring on the amendment of Mr. 
Sweerser, was taken and it was rejected. 

Mr. ORR moved an amendment to strike out 
all after the word ** Delegate’ in the first proviso. 


He remarked that his mileage was less than | 


$1,000; he would not therefore be affected by the || 
He was opposed to this side-bar || 


amendment, 
way of restricting mileage. If the yo of mile- | 
age was to be changed, let a bill be introduced | 
inte the House for that purpose. Further: he did 
not know that members of Congress were extrava- | 
gantly paid. There were very few members who 
did not leave some lucrative business. Professional 


tained some eminence, and were receiving more | 
from their professional services than the aggregate | 
of the per diem and mileage here. So with mer- | 
chants who left their counting-houses and were sent | 
to this Hall. He was opposed to the reduction of | 
cornpensation of members of Congress; but that if | 
any change was made it should be by bill intro- | 
duced directly for that purpose. 

Mr. CARTTER (speaking, under the rule, in 
opposition to the amendment) said the limitation 
of $1,000 far exceeded the expenses of travel. He | 
pointed out, as the great evil of the present system | 
of mileage, the inequalities of the receipts of mem- | 
bers, instarcing the case of a member who received 


$2,000 for travel, of which the expenses were only || 
$56, more, and the time five days more, than those || 


of another gentleman who received but $500. In | 
allusion to the remark of Mr. Venaste relative to 
the mileage being a bond of union—he said it | 
might be possible that it was necessary to fill the 
pockets of the Representatives with thousands of | 
dollars, to save the Union; but if the bond was | 
mere!y mercenary—if gentlemen on this floor were | 
held together by common plunder—the quicker | 
this den of thieves was broken up, the better. He 
had no apprebension of the dissolution of the | 
Union, if some gentlemen did not receive ten times 
as much as they ought to. 
The question being on the amendment of Mr. | 
Ona— 
‘Tellers were asked and ordered, and Mr. Casey | 
and Mr. Sawrs.ie were appointed. : 





|| made precisely the same motion. 
| voted for it; it was reported by the committee, the 
|| House rejected it, and nothing at all was accom- 


| great improvement upon the existing law. 
men before they were sent here had generally at- || 


| from Ohio, [Mr. Scnencx.] He believed that it 
would bea mach better plan for members of Con- 
gress to receive a salary than the compensation 
they were now paid. He believed this mileage 
system to be radically wrong, and that this pro- 
vision of the bill was not a complete cure for the 


|| evil, though it would undoubtedly effect great good. 


He believed the gentleman from Ohio last year 
He (Mr. D.) 


plished. His experience taught him that when 
they had a practicable proposition before them 
which was a great improvement upon the present 


|| system, and which there was a reasonable proba- 


bility of adopting, it was better to adhere to it 


|| than to give itup for some other, which, though it 


might be superior, the House had no probability 
of adopting. The proposition of the bill was a 
He 
thought those favorable to reform should adhere 
to it, and if it passed the House, that the Senate 
would probably concar, and thus an important 
| step towards reform would be taken which could 
be followed up by others hereafter. 

| Mr. SCHENCK said he would propose to fill 
the blank with $2,500; but immediately waived 
his purpose, with the remark that he preferred to 


|| have the committee first vote upon the question 


of principle, and afterwards they could fill the 
blank. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 
fill the blank with $2,000, for the purpose merely 
of inquiring if the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio related to a per annum salary. His 
impression was that if the blank were filled with 
$2,000, the amendment, in other respects remain- 
ing anchanged, the $2,000 would be for two years. 

Mr. SCHENCK said it was a per annum Salary. 

The amendment was read. 

Mr. THOMPSON having accomplished his ob- 
ject, said he would withdraw his amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN reminded him that he could 
not under the new five minutes rule. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he did not want a vote 
upon it. 

Some conversation upon this, and connected 
points of order followed between Mr. THOMP- 
SON, Mr. SCHENCK, and the Chairman. . 

The CHAIRMAN stated to Mr. Senencx, that 
upon reflection he thought the blank must be filled 
before the amendment was voted upon, else it was 
‘an imp@fect amendment and out of order. 














i the insertion of a proviso, that this 
i; bill should not operate upon the pres 
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Mr. SCHENCK said that such a PTOVisO Wag 


ae in the bill. 
he question being on the a 
shite. & mendment of Mr. 
Mr. SCHENCK called for tellers. 
Mr. MEADE moved to amend the amendme 
|| by striking out $2,500 where it occurred and " 
!| insert $5,000. ; " 

Mr. MEADE said, he only desired to 
to the gentleman from Ohio, that if he 
posed his amendment in earnest, 
modified as to prevent any ineq 
ation. Now it is well known 
take place = Wines States at 
the year. In Virginia, the elections take 
the month of April. in the State of Wonk on 
lina, they come on in August; and there are other 
States which elect in the Summer and the Pall, 
Now, it would be evident to every one, that while 
a portion of these Representatives would receive 
the salary for nearly the full term of two years 
others would receive a much less compensation. 
He desired that the amendment should be so mod. 
ified, as to evan the amount of the compen. 
sation to the term durifig which the member ao. 
tually served as a Representative. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, he saw that there was 9 
difficulty in the arrangement as proposed by him, 
But it could be remedied by a modification, which 
he would make. 

Mr. 8. then modified his amendment, so as to 
read as follows: 

** At the rate of ten cents per mile for going to and return- 
ing from the seat of Government: Provided, That from and 
after the present Congress, Senators and Representatives 
and Delegates shall, in lieu of a per diem compensation, be 
each paid an annual salary for their services of twenty- 
five hundred dollars, or at that rate for the time sneh Sena- 
tor, Representative, or Delegate continues in office: Pro- 
vided, further, That he shall have actually taken his seat, 
and entered upon his duties as amember of Congress; and 
the computation for such salary torelate back to and begin 
from the commencement of the Congress.” 

Mr. MEADE expressed his readiness to accept 
this as a modification of his amendment. 

. a question being on the amendment as modi- 
e€ —— 

Mr. WILMOT opposed the amendment, be- 
cause it would increase the aggregate compensa- 
tion paid to members of Congress out of the pub- 
lic Treasury. There was now as large an amount 
paid to members as ought to be paid, and as much 
as the people would be disposed to allow. Butit 
was certainly very proper that something should 
be done by way of equalizing this compensation. 
There was no good reason why one member 
should receive two or three times more than others 
receive. In his judgment, this equality might be 
obtained, and all the members of Congress might 
be placed on the same footing with reference to 
compensation, 

The CHAIR here put a question to the gentleman 
from Virginia, whether he had accepied the mod- 
ification of the gentleman from Ohio? 

Mr. MEADE said, he had understood that the 
gentleman from Ohio had so modified his propo- 
sition a8 to obviate the objection he had raised, on 
the ground of its unequal operation. He had ac- 
cepted that modification, although he was opposed 
to any amendment which changed the ch»: acter of 
the billas it came from the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

The CHAIR then decided that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Wimort] was out of order 
in his remarks. 

Mr. WILMOT asked if it was in order to move 
te amend the amendment? 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WILMOT then moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out from the amendment all that 
related to mi , and to increase the per diem to 
ads, WS robntil, Wi via aban 

r W. t the sation now 
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from Washington received double the 
mount of compensation received by those mem- 
vr whose residence was nearer. ring a long 
ion these remote members sometimes treble 
acamount; and now that the facilities of travel 
sreso much iD » this difference is made still 
vr. Jie was of opinion that the desirable 
ality would be effected by the adoption of his 
wy endment. He would reduce the rate of com- 
psation for mileage, and increase the per diem; 


rd this he thought the best mode of reducing the 
inequality which now exists. a. orca ject 
yas not to impose any additional ta: ©». the Treas- 


yry, but totake from the aggregate of compensa- 
‘jon now paid, and divide it more equally. The 
roposition of the gentleman from Ohio would in- 
ease the amount of compensation, and this in- 
cease would fall on the Treasury, and would not 
ie regarded with favor by their constituents. He 
yas not for reducing the pay of members. He 
rezarded it as being as low now as it ought to be. 

What he desired was, that the aggregate which 
yas now given for compensation should be more 
equally distributed, and that no new burden should 
be thrown on the Treasury. 

Mr. HUBBARD said a few words, for the pur- 

se of showing that this amendment could not 
operate equally. But as he-did not think sach 
would be its effect, he could not vote for it. It 
would give him about the same as he had been in 
the habit of receiviag. But he desired to put a 
case, to Shaw the inequality of its operation. The 

ntieman from Virginia, whose seat was before 
him, went away very often to attend court. This 
he,and other gentlemen, were enabled to do, owing 
to the proximity of their residence; while such 
members as live at a great distance are compelled 
to remain here and sit through the whole session. 
Now, it was evident that while one gentleman is 
enabled to go away, from time to time, to attend 
to his professional duties, while another can take 
care of his farm, and another can go and look after 
his mercantile affairs—while those who lived ata 
great distance are obliged to remain here to the ne- 
glect of all their private concerns, the operation of 
this amendment would do little to put all on an 
equality. 

The question was put, and the amendment to 
the amendment was negatived. 

Mr. BUTLER, ef Connecticut, moved to amend 
the amendment of Mr. Scnenckx, by striking out 
$25,000, and inserting the following: 

“An amount to be ascertained by taking the average ag- 
gregate annual amount paid for mileage and per diem, du- 
ring the last five years, deducting therefrom the amount 
herein allowed as mileage, and dividing the balance by the 
number of Senators and Representatives.” - 

Mr. B. remarked, in offering this amend- 
ment, that it appeared to be the general desire of 
the committee to equalize the compensation to 
members. It was agreed,on all hands, that the 
present system of mileage was unequal in its oper- 
ation. The amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio proposes ‘to fix ten cents per mile as the 
compensation for mileage, This would certainly 
reduce the amount of compensation, unless some- 
thing was added to the per diem or in the shape of 
selary. An attempt could not be made to increase 
the pay of members without causing dissatisfac- 
tion among the people. But i appeared to him 
that the object might be obtained in the way speci- 
fied in the proposition he had offered by way of 
amendment, which was to take the average of the 
compensation paid during the last five years, so 
that each member might receive an equal amount 
of compensation, taking the amount of mileage 
and per diem together. Such would be the effect 
of his atnendment, Adopting it, we could go to 
the ae and say that we have imposed no new 
burden on the Treasury, but that we had accom- 
plished the change by taking off a portion from 
the mileage, a adding it to the salary. We 
should thus satisfy our constituents, at the same 
time that we do justice to the members from all 
partsofthe Union. _— 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
to the amendment was negatived. 

Mr. THURSTON moved to amend the amend- 
oe by striking out all the last proviso, as fol- 
ows: 

“ Provided, further, That he shali have Actually taken his 
Seat and entered upon his duties as a member of Congress 


and the computation of such salary to relate back to aod 
begin from the commencement of the Congress.” - 


Mr. THURSTON desired to call the attention 
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of the committee to the simple fact which stands | members, who really believe they are getting more 
out in bold relief in this amendment of the gentle- || fromthe Government than their services are really 
man from Ohio. That amendment proposed a || worth. Now to this latter class | propose, to 
salary to the members; and it makes the provision | relieve their consciences, to relinquish such an 
that a member shall not be entitled to receive any amouft of their lawful pay as will make their 
part of this salary until he shall have taken his | compensation correspond to what in their judg- 
seat in this House. Now, in the Territory of || ment their services are worth. To those who 
Oregon, the election of a Delegate takes place in || serve their country out of purely patriotic motives 
the month of June. Suppose such Delegate | | would propose, asa practical illustration of their 
elected, and that he has started, and has reached || positions, that they relinquish all claim to com- 
New York, after an expenditure on the journey of | pensation, leaving such of us as believe we are not 
not less than $800, and a lapse of time of at least overpaid to recerve our lawful pay, and I would 
three months: he is not entitled to receive a cent || not object to dividing the sum relinquished by the 
on account of his salary, unless he has actually || two classes | have mentioned amongst the balance 
reached this city and been sworn in, and has taken || of the members. I think, however, that a division 
his seat. He may draw his mileage of ten cents of the fund would not occasion much difficulty. 
per mile, but he cannot touch the salary. And let The people of my district are liberal; and, al- 
it be remembered, that this amendment will apply || though they are willing’ to allow their member to 
to the Delegate at the next session. The provision, | practice almost any system of economy, they are 
if inserted in the bill, would take effect on the day | still willing that he should live as a gentleman, 
when the bill shall receive the approval of the || and not pinch him down with that parsimonious 
President. So that it will take effect on the Dele- || system of retrenchment, which the reduction of 
gate at the next session. Now, he considered | our pay would necessarily enforce upon us. | 
himself elected under a law which guarantied to || would vote to-day to increase our compensation 
him a certain amount of mileage. He entered on || for mileage and per diem ten per cent. 

the duties of his station as Delegate under this || The question being on agreeing to the amend- 
contract, and Congress had no right to take away | ment of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hus- 
from him what was his vested right. The amend- || Barp,] tellers were demanded and ordered. 

ment of the gentleman from Ohio could not inter- || And Messrs. Watvo and Duncan being ap- 
fere with any contract made between him and the || pointed such, they reported 48 in the affirmative, 
United States. i and 64 in the negative. 

Mr. ASHMUN submitted, as a point of order, || A quorum not baving voted, the Clerk was di- 
that a Delegate had no right to make a motion. rected to eall the roll. 

The CHAIR referred to the law of 1817, and The roll was called, and the absentees noted. 
directed it to be read. The committee rose, and the chairman reported 

The law having been read— these facts to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN expressed his regret that A quorum being present, the House again re- 
the point of order had been made at a time when, sumed its session in Committee of the Whole. 
under the order of the Houge, debate could not be | The vote being again wken, resulted—ayes 60, 
allowed. The Chair was of opinion that a Dele- || noes 67. 
gate had not a right to make a motion, and that || So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
he had no other privileges except such as were || jected. 
expressly conferred by law. A Delegate might The question recurred on the amendment of the 
take part in debate, but could not make a motion. | gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Semencx,] and. the 
The Chair could not regard the right to make a || question being taken, the amendment was not 
motion as incident or necessary to the right to de- || agreed to. 
bate. | Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to amend 

Mr. McLANE, of Kentucky, appealed from the || the section, by inserting after the word “ dollars,” 


decision. | where it first occurs, the following: 
Mr. THURSTON inquired if the appeal was | And hereafter members of the House of Representatives 
debatable? || and Senators shall not receive mileag*, but instead there- 


The CHAIR answered in the negative. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. 
THOMPSON, of Mississippi, and the Chair, and 
also between Mr. SCHENCK and the Chair. 

Mr. FOWLER moved that, by unanimous con- 
sent, the Delegate from Oregon (Mr. Tuursron] 
have leave to speak to the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. ROOT objected. 

Mr. DUER wished, before the vote was taken, 


|| of, their actual expenses in traveling to-and from the eeat 
| of Government shall be paid; and each Representative and 

Senator shall be entitled to a per diem compensation of 
(twelve) dollars, computing the time from the d.y he leaves 
home, until the day of his return; but no member shall be 
allowed pay for more than twenty days’ travel in going to, 
or returning trom Congress.’’ 


Mr. B. observed, that if gentlemen were reclily 
in earnest in wishing to have the pay of mem- 
bers of Congress equalized, he thought this plan 
to add another point of order, viz: that if the act | would accomplish their object, or at least, it 
of Congress gave the Delegate the right to make a || would approach as near to it as any plan that 
motion, it would be unconstitutional, as that was || could be adopted. At present there was no equal- 
the privilege of a member of the House; in other || ity. Some received much more than others for the 
words, that a Delegate was not a member. || same services. 

A momentary conversation ensued between | Mr. BAYLY said, that in forming the provisions 
Mr. McCLERNAND, Mr. PARKER, and the || that were contained in this bill, in relation to the 
Chairman. || mileage of members of Congress, it was not sup- 

The question was taken, and the tellers (Messrs. || posed that the committee could hit upon a system 
Moore and Ewine) reported—ayes 71, noes 56. || that was perfect; but many gentlemen in the 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained,and || House thought that .there should be some reform 
the amendment of Mr. Tuurston was ruled to be || in regard to this subject, and the endeavors of the 
out of order. committee had been to fix upon a pla that would 

Mr. HUBBARD offered the following amend- || at least correct many abuses growing out of the 
ment to the amendment of the gentleman from || present system of mileage. 

Ohio: | The most important provision was the one pro- 
at oe preett Sat Saeeees Cou Gsense — hibiting Senators from receiving constructive mile- 
a cab member (ten} eight dollars per day eananioeh age. here had been, since he had been in Con- 
member shall be sick, and unable on that aceount to attend | g€83, @ great many attempts made to intraduce a 
to his duties.” | change in this respect, but he had never seen a 

Mr. H. said that gentlemen were desirous of | proposition presented which was not subsequently 
equalizing the pay of members; this wasone method | amended and modified until it became so prepos- 
of accomplishing that object, and they ought there- || terous that it had to be rejected. He hoped there 
fore to vote for this amendment. || would be some steps taken towards a reform in 

Mr. POTTER opposed it. Thisis the third year | this particular, and he knew of no better way of ar- 

said Mr. P.) that I have been a member of this || riving at such a result than by adopting the pro- 
ouse, and uniformly about this time every year | visions that were contained in the bill. 
we have a few men in who are constantly Mr: SCHENCK moved to amend the proposi- 
harping about their pay—that they are paid too || tion of the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr 
uch. I can conceive but‘two reasons for this— ! Baown] by inserting the word ‘ necessary’’ be- 
one is to satisfy our constituents of our disinter- \| fore the word * expenses.”’ With some such 
ested patriotism, and willi to serve thé || modification (he said) he should be willing 40 vote 
country for almost nothing. e other I have no for the amendment of the gentleman from Missis- 
doub® comes from a very conscientious class of || sippi. It wasa matter that he was entirely unin- 
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terested about personally, but he believed there 
were many abuses in connection with the allow- 


ance of mileage which ought to becorrected. This | 


bill, in some degree, canoe a remedy, but it did 
not go tar enough. He had always voted for pro- | 
visions of this kind whenever they had been of- | 
fered. They were not sufficient, however, to cure 
the evil. If he could not get precisely what he 
wanted, he would vote for them; but he thought 
that if gentlemen would only lay aside the fear 
which they seemed to entertain, that the people 
inight puta wrong construction upon what they did, 
they might make more effectual and more beneficial 
provision, either by adopting some such proposi- 


tion as he had offered, or such as that offered by | 


the gentleman from Mississippi—for it was almost 
equivalent to his own—increasing the compensa- 
tion of members, while at the same time a reduc- 
tion was made in the mileage. Let members be 
paid the actual expenses of travel, and then let 
their pay be either in the shape of per diem ora 


certain sum yearly, and the matter would be | 


pleced upon the proper footing. 


Mr, BROWN accepted the amendment as a || 


|| ment, and it was negatived. 
Mr. WOODWARD said, he was opposed to the || 


modification of his amendment. 


amendment, and he was opposed to disturbing the 
provisions of the bili in any respect. He was not 
satisfied with the law as it at present stood, in 
regard to this subject, but he was quite satisfied 
that this committee could not effect any beneficial 
reform. Make what change they might, it would 
not be acquiesced in. There was a perpetual 
agitation of this question of mileage, and not | 


the slightest good effected by it. The inequality | 


that it produced in the compensation of mem- | 
bers was not so great, it appeared to him as some 
gentlemen seemed to consider. Those who re- | 
ceived the greatest amount of mileage labored 
under the disadvantage of being at a greater dis- 
tance from their families. And after all, the in- 
equality was a matter of liule consequence. He 
would a great deal rather have a permanent sys- 


tem, though it might be somewhat defective, than || 


to have a succession of legislative expedients, He | 
trusted the law would be allowed to stand as it is, 
bad as it; is for he thought it much better that it 
should remain so, than to attempt fruitlessly to 
alter it. The material grievances had been reme- 
died by the bill; constructive mileage had been 
provided for, and the route to be traveled more 
clearly indteated. This he thought was sufficient 
for the present, 

Mr, ALBERTSON moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out ‘twelve’ and inserting 
# pirhyt.”? 

The question was taken, and the amendment to | 
the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ASHE moved that the committee rise. The | 
question being put, it was losi—ayes 40, noes 92. | 

The question was then taken on the amendment | 
of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown, ]} 
and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. MEADE moved to amend the second'proviso || 
in the section, by increasing the mileage of mem- || 


bers, &c., east of the Rocky Mountains, to $1,500, | 
and to those west of the Rocky Mountains to | 
$2,500. 

Mr. MEADE made some remarks (not distinct- 
ly heard) showing the propriety of the increase 
he. proposed, 

Mr. VINTON raised the question of order, that 
the committee, having refused to strike out the 
proviso now proposed to be amended, it was tan- 
tamount to its adoption, and that therefore it was 
not susceptible of further amendment. 

The CHAIR overruled the point. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was rejecied. 

Mr. WOODWARD offered the following as an 
additional proviso: 

“ Pravided, also, That no member shall be paid less for 
any one session than $1,200,” 

Mr, W. explained, and supported his amend- 
ment. 

Mr, TOOMBS opposed it. He expressed him- 
self in favor of the bill as it stood, as it proposed 
some reform in the system of mileage. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment waa rejected, 

Mr. PARKER moved to amend the bill by 
striking from the first proviso the words ‘ by 


which the mails are transported,”’ and to insert 


the words “ usually traveled.” 
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Mr. PARKER briefly urged the adoption of 
| this amendment. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, said, he was perfect- 
ly satisfied that the present system of mileage was 
| wrong, but he was also satisfied that when the 
| question came up as ft did now, ata time when 
| public business was pressing upon them, it was 
| not a time when they could mature a system that 
| would endure. They might make a change in the 
| system, but it would probably be again changed 
| at the next session of Congresa, and there would 
be no ‘stability. 
ought to be such an one as would commend itself 
to the judgment of the whole country, and one 
| which would be permanent. Such a plan could 
| searcely be matured at this late period of the ses- 
| sion, and it was high time that they should com- 
| mence voting upon some of the items that were 
| contained in this appropriation bill, He was op- 
| posed to this proposition, because he was satisfied 
| they would be able to accomplish nothing by 
it; he trusted it would be voted down, and that 
| the committee would proceed to act upon the bill. 
| The question was then taken upon the amend- 


On motion by Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, 
| the committee, by ayes 75, noes 49, agreed to rise. 
| It accordingly rose, and the chairman reported 
| progreas. 
Mr. ORR moved that when the House adjourn 

it be till Monday next; and the question being put, 
| it was disagreed to. 
On motion, the House then adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 

| The following petitions and memorials were 
| presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
| propriate committees: 

| By Mr. BOOTH: The memorial of Francis Allyn and 


57 other citizens of New London, in the State of Con- | 


| necticut, setting forth that the present tariff of duties is 


calculated to benefit foreigners, aud depress American labor: | 


| they pray that the Jaws may be so changed that the duties 
may be specific in place of ad valorem in all cases where 
| practicable. 
By Mr, FITCH: The petition of John M. Myers and 404 
| other citizens of Indiana, asking a post-route from Marion, 
in Grant county, through America, in Wabash county, to 
| Lagro in the latter county. 
By Mr. KING, of Rhode Island: The petition of Benjamin 
| Brayton and’ others, citizens of Fall River, Massachusetts, 
| and of Newport, Rhode Island, for the establishment of a 


|| Spar buoy near Coal Mine wharf, in Providence river. 


y Mr. HARLAN: The petition of Joseph Anthony and 
380 other citizens of Indiana, praying for the establishment 

| of a post-route from Richmond to Muncy in said State. 
Also, the petition of Major 8. W. Sprott and other citi- 


zens of De Kalb county, Indiana, praying for the passage of 


a bill for the relief of David Caspar, a soldier in the war of 
1812. 
| By Mc. GOULD: The petition of Stephen Steenrod, for 


relief. 


| erow, a soldier in the late war against England, praying for 
relief. 


——— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurpay, August 17, 1850. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Hon. Cuartes M. Conran, 
resigning his seat as member of the present Con- 
gress from the second congressional district in 
the State of Louisiana. 


} 


i} 
PRIVATE CLAIMSy 


|| . Mr. NELSON, remarking that although yester- 
|| day was-private bill day, inasmuch as the general 
|| debate on the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
'| bill was to be closed at twelve o’clock, the Com- 
|| mittee of Claims had not thought proper to move 
|| to take up the private calendar, moved to go into 
'| Committee of the Whole House, for the consid- 
|| eration of bills on the private calendar. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
|| Mr. GOTT moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
|| of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
|| The motion of Mr. Netson was put, and dis- 
agreed to—ayes 45, noes 71. 
|| The question recurred and was taken upon the 
i] motion of Mr. Gort, and decided in the affirma- 
uve. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Burt in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
|| eration of the bill making appropriations for the 
|| civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
|| for the year ending 30th June, 1851. 

When the committee rose last evening, the fol- 
lowing clause of the bill was under consideration: 





If a change were made at all, it | 











computed 
which the mails are transported from the Dap ee 
idence of each Baer Representative, or Delegnie ve re 
— further, tno such member of either bra, 





em 2 And no 
legate residing west of the ¥ Moun. 


tains shall receive more than 009 mileage 
sion. Nor shall any member etd Bonate receiver 

| for any session of that body which may be caited winns 
thirty days after the adjournment of both Houses of c = 
gress, unless the travel for which such mileage is en." 
has been actually performed.” arged 


Mr. McGAUGHEY moved to strike 
above the first proviso. 
Mr. McG. objected to the proposed com 


| from the 
Uta- 


different seasons of the year and other pM 


ces. The eastern mails to his State when th 
Ohio river was low, were transported over the 
Cumberland road; at other times by the river, 
Hence it was an uncertain standard, and never 





could be rendered uniform. The present rule of 
reckoning by the usually traveled route, thoush 
liable to abuses, (as all laws were,) was the best 
Again: he thought the change was out of place jn 
|| the general appropriation bill, and said the Com. 
|| mittee of Ways and Means, if they intended to 
report on this subject, should have reported at an 
early stage of the session, in time to have admitted 
of consideration by the House. 

Mr. TOOMBS opposed the amendment, and 
defended the Committee of Ways and Means jn 
their report of this clause of the bill, Stating that 
| the subject had been under their consideration for 
| seven months; that the bill had been reported and 
before the House for several weeks; that it had 
been debated in this committee until they had 
seen fit to terminate debate. He contended that 
the objection of Mr. McGaveuey lay with equal 
|| force against the computation on the usually tray- 
|| eled route, as that varied precisely with the mail 
| route. 
|| Mr. FITCH moved to amend the part proposed 
| to be stricken out, by inserting before ‘* route ”’ the 


| 
| 
| 
tion of mileage, as the mail routes varied wi, 





word ** nearest.”’ 

He expressed his concurrence in most of what 
had been said by his colleague, (Mr. McGavcuer,] 
but objected to the present standard, the ‘‘usvaliy 
traveled’’ route, as indefinite, there being two or 
three usually traveled routes from the residence of 
almost every member to Washington. His prop- 
osition, the ‘* nearest’’ mail route, would constitute 
a definite rule. Although this matter of mileage 
really belonged to the committee of which he was 

| chairman, (the Committee on Mileage,) he did not 
| feel disposed to quarrel with the Committee of 
| Ways and Means for reporting upon it; but 
| rather thanked them. Had they not reported, his 
‘| committee would have brought forward some 
proposition on the subject. He hoped the report 


| of the Committee of Ways and Means would be 
| adopted. Though it might be improved, it was as 
great a reform as was practicable at this time. 
Mr. MEADE moved to amend the amendment 
by striking therefrom the words, “the route by 
which the mails are transported from the Capitol 
| to,’ and to insert the words, **a direct line from 
the seat of Government to the post office nearest.” 
Mr. M. said, if his amendment should prevail 
he should move to strike out the proviso limiting 
the amount of mileage, and leave each member to 
receive his mileage estimated upon a direct line; 
which he emer: just, and preferable to the sec- 
tion as reported. 

The questions being respectively taken, 

The amendments of Messrs, Meape and Fitca 
were rejected. 

The question recurring upon the amendment of 
Mr. McGavcuer— 

Mr. NELSON moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out of the first proviso the word “are,” 
and to insert ‘shall be,”’ and to insert at the end 
of said proviso the words, “at the time of the 
commencement and close of each jon of Con- 
gress for which such mileage shall be claimed.” 

He said that his amendment would meet the 
objection made to the amendment of the gentleman 
from a Mr. eS — 
tainty, ifying at what time the transpor 
tion thould ba gomepweed: 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. Newson was lost. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
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d to be stricken out, by striking 
be erwords, route by which the mails are trans- | 


Mr. S. said: He presumed the object of the com- | 

uee in reporting this provision of the bill inregard, 
’ mileage, was to remedy the inequalities which are 
vr posed to existin the mode by whichit isnowcal- 
qulated. In his judgment, the mode reported by the 
ommittee does not accomplish the end for which it 





jadesigned, and will work quite as much inequality || 


among members, and do quite as much injustice 
poth to members and the Government, as the ex- 


jung arrangement. The amendment he proposed, || 


j 


simply permits the law on the subject of mileage || 
ip remain as it did at the commencement of the || 
Under the law as it then stood, || 


esent session. " 
members of Congress received no more than they | 
girly earned, and not enough to compensate them 
for the sacrifices they make in the destruction of | 
their business and the interruption of their family 
relations. To illustrate some of the inequalities 


io the Government, if the present mode of compvu- | 


ting mileage shonld be altered, take, for instance, | 


the case of the Virginia member who resides at | 
Norfolk, and other facts which 1 shall refer to. 


The usually traveled route from Norfolk to the | of a quorum present. 
Capitol is almost in a direct line up the Chesapeake | 


bay and the Potomac river. There is no mail 


upon that route, although fine large steamers run | 


regularly between the places. Jf that member is 
required to compute his mileage by the mail route, 
it will necessarily be increased to a greater amount 
than he now receives. There are two mail routes 
to Norfolk, one via Baltimore down the river and 
bay, and the other down the Potomac to the rail- 
road via Richmond. By either of these routes he 
would receive pay for about forty or fifty miles 
more travel han he actually performed, and more 
than he gets pay for under the present system. 
The bill as reported does not provide by which 
mail route the member shall be paid—by the 
nearest and most direct, or by that which is 


| 


f 





longest. He may, therefore, choose either, as his 
sense of propriety may dictate. 


sissippi rivers, but there is no point of any im- | 


portance upon either of said rivers, from and to || between the two places. é 
which there is not a land mail route leading to the || mileage to which any member of this House nty 
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od,’’and to insert the** usually traveled route.” || tofore been vored upon. 


| homes to see their families, attend.to their profes- 


1595 


After some conversation on a point of erder— 
Mr. VINTON, briefly opposing the amendment 
| of Mr: Featuerston, on the grovad that, under 
The CHAIR overruled the point of order. | the existing laws of the House, no member had 
Mr. FEATHERSTON said he should devote _ the right to absent himself-without leave, appealed 
the five minutes to which he was entitled under || urgently to the committee to proceed with the bill, 
the rule, to an explanation of his amendment. | and not to lose any more time on this perucular 
He had offered it in good faith, and hoped sin- | item. The Senate would certainly disagree to any 
cerely that the House would adopt it. The ob- || amendment on this subject, and he submitted to 
ject of the amendment was to reach and remedy | gentlemen whether time enough had not already 
the great abuse connected with this subject. k || been expended upon it, and whether, from regard 
practice had grown up among the members of the | to the public business and the state of the country, 
House of pairing off with each other, and ab- || it would not be better to let all these propositions 
senting themselves for days and weeks at a time of amendment go by, and pass to other matters. 
from the sittings of this body. Two members of The question was then taken on the amendment 
the House will pair off with each other for two, || of Mr. Canrrer to the amendment of Mr, Fearu- 
four, or six weeks at atime, and return to their | eERsToN, and it was rejected. 
The question then recurred on the amendment 


Mr. FOWLER submitted, as a point of order, | 
that an amendment of a similar import had here- H 





| at a great distance. 
|| near the Capitol, and go to their homes frequently 
|| to manage their private affairs, who are most elo- 
|| quent at a session of Congress in discussing 


| vocating its reduction. Now, sir, | have but a 
|| days, but has stood, as it does, without any altera- 
|| tion or change for more than thirty years. 


|| provides that the distance from the seat of Gov- 
There are mail routes upon the Ohio and Mis- | 


Capitol, and by which it is not nearer than by the | 


river route. Will you permit members, by meahs 
of this provision of the bill, to choose by which 
of these routes they shall be paid? If you do, 


there will be quite as much inequality among the | 


amounts paid to the members respectively as there 
isnow. For instance, a member residing at St. 
Louis, or any other point on the river where a 
mail route exists, may deem it right to charge by 
the river, while the member in the State opposite, 
a little more scrupulous, charges by the land route, 
though living quite as far from the Capitol. Now, 
sir, the difference between the pay of these two 


members will be something considerable, the one || the members of the House have nothing to do, | 


being paid for the sinuosities of the river, and the 


oo for a route which is less tortuous and more 
irect. 


There is great difficulty, no doubt, sir, in devis- || estimate distances and determine to what amount | 


ing any plan by which exact equality can be ob- 
tained in the system of mileage. The present, as 
well as the proposed plan, is liable to’ objec’ion, 
but as the ** usually-traveled route’? is probably 
the best of the two, hé preferred it, and hoped that 
the amendment which he had proposed might be 
adopted. ‘ 

Mr. S. called for tellers on his amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McQueen 
and Corwin were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 40, noes 78. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, offered the following 
amendment, which was rejected: Strike out the 
words “the route by which the mails are trans- 
ported”? and insert * Bee line.” 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 


the amendment of Mr. McGAvcuer, and it was 
rejected. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON offered the following 


amendment: 


“And that no member of the gee receive any || 

be nt from the sit- 
the House, unless detained by sickness, or leave of 
shall be granted 


per diem for any time that he shalt 
tings of 
absence to him by the House.” 





| cursion to the fashionable watering places. 
| per diem is not stopped in the mean time, but runs 


which will exist if the provision of the bill should || 
be adopted, and the injustice which will be done || 


of Mr. Featuerstoy, and being taken, it was de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 57, noes 66. 

So the amendment was rejected, é 

The following section being under consideration: 


“For stationerv, fuel, printing, and all other contingent 
expenses of the House of Representatives, $197,749,” 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to amend 
|| it, by adding thereto The following: 


“ Provided, That the members of the present House of 
Representatives shall be allowed $45 for stationery for the 


sional and private business; or take a pleasure ex- 
Their 


regularly on, as if they were here in their seats. 
It is, Mr. Chairman, to abolish this practice, 
| that I offer my amendment. If it, is not to be 
| abolished, | wish the country to know that it ex- 
| ists. Abolish it, and the legislation of this House 
will not be so often impeded and stopped for want 
The business of the coun- 
try will be disposed of with more dispatch, with 


| 


| first, and $35 for the second session,” 


more justice; and our sessions will be less pro- || Aone ts the Ged ete - Stationery, 
seated Now, sir, gentlemen who reside near || ($34 wo lone eel A eelehes to ae that 
| this Capitol, and who can conveniently go home || ; ee b 9 ‘His ee al 
| to attend to their private business, are in the habit || (OWaNce was Not exhausted. Fis own was, and 


| of pairing off more frequently than those who live | he heard many gentlemen around him saying 
It is those, too, who live || ‘hat theirs were. He had this morning on’ his 
, ’ , 


table fifteen letters, and how many more at his 
room he did not know. He was now obliged to 
buy stationery out of his own private means to 
carry on his correspondence relative to public 
business. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, expressed 
his approval of the object of the gentleman; but 
suggested, that this bill was not the proper one 
upon which to ingraft the provision, and that it 
would more properly be done by resolution of the 
House. He maintained that the House should 
administer their own contingent fund upon their 
own responsibility, as the Senate did theirs. If 
the House were called to pass upon the contin- 
gent expenses of the other branch, certainly very 
now be entitled under this law, is too much, or Suet would be found to which he should 
that the ‘per diem’’.and mileage to which the | 0J€* . 
members = now entitled is more than they should | r. JOHNSON preferred to adhere to his 
receive. Lam, therefore, willing to sustain the law | ements eS ee followed be- 
now in force, or to amend it, as some gentlemen |; ‘Ween : . , 
| wish, by estimating the distance from this Capitol | Mr. BAYLY (for the purpose of making a 
| to the residence of the members by the most direct remark) moved to amend the amendment of Mr. 

mail route, or by a direct line. Lam indifferent | Jounson, by ier the Soe oe tae $9. 4 
| upon this point, and will willingly acquiesce in He said he would suggest to his friend from 
either provision, Arkansas ‘ , 
|| The difference in the mileage of any member || The CHAIRMAN interposed, and stated that 
will be a small matter when estimated in either || the question was now on the gentleman's amend~ 


: : : ; ¥ : ment to the amendment, and the rule required tha 
|| way. This question of mileage is.one with which | pentane ta coins bis rendixke kx the. hanae- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY said, he was speaking against the 
amendment, because he did not think this a proper 
place for its insertion. 
| each member; is entitled. The members have )) The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must show 

nothing to do with it individually. It is the duty |) ee amount should be $9 instead of $10. [A 
of this committee on mileage to report all abuses || U2". . : ; 
of the law as it now cae as well asallamend- || Mr. BAYLY said he would modify his amend- 
ments of the law that may be necessary or proper. || Ment, then, to fix the sum = cent. = meee 
This duty, | have no doubt, they will faithfully || that the appropriation for the pay of members 
discharge. | being out, the Commitiee of Ways and Means 


Mr. CARTTER moved to amend the amend- || Would have very shortly to report a bill for that 
ment, by inserting half per diem. || purpose. The gentleman from Arkansas could 
Mr. C. expressed himself in favor of the amend- then offer his amendment, and it would be appro- 
h nthe ississippi. || priate, 
mane of i eo (Mr C. iclding the ‘ The amendment of Mr. Bayiy to the amend- 
floor) modified his amendment by including mém- || ent was rejected. 
bers of the Senate as well ad of the House. 1 The amendment of Mr. Jonnsow, of Arkansas, 
Mr. CARTTER considered the practice of || WS agreed to—ayes 76, noes 41. ; 
members absenting themselves for purposes of | The following item being under consideration— 
pleasure or recreation, as one not conten:plated or || “ Forthe purchase of law books for the Library of Cun- 





the subject of mileage, and always, I believe, ad- 


| 


| word to say on this subject of mileage, which at 


| e « . 
| every session of Congress is discussed for several 


The 
| law now in foree (passed, I believe, in 1811) 


ernment to the residence of each member shall be 
estimated by the usually-traveled route or road | 
I do not believe that the 


| 








except to amend the law. The whole matter is 
referred at every session of Congress, by the rules 
of the House, to a committee on mileage. They 





tolerated by their constituents, by.the law under || 8° #00 
which they were elected, or ber ahs purposes for Mr. HOLMES moved the following amend- 
which Congress assembled. The amendment of | ™®"'s ¥'% 


oe ees |} Por earrying into effect the international exchanges of 
the gentleman from Mississippi was calculated to || jonks authorized by the act of the 20:b June, 1848, entitled 


cure this enormous evil. It would also remedy || © An act to regulate the exchanges of cvriain docnimventy and 
another evil—that of members vacating their seats | other publications ef Congress.’ ” 

| Mr. H. remarked, that the law of 1848 au- 
thorized the Committee on the Library to em- 


tion. The evil as it now existed called fora remedy : : 
ploy an agent to make interchanges with foreign 


| in order to visit their districts to canvass for reélec- 
| and ought to be met. 
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nations of rare and valuable publications. The 
expenses of this agent, together with the cost of 
transporting the books, and in some cases of bind- 
ing and putting them in a condition for preserva- 
tion, had been estimated at $2,000; and the act of 
1848 appropriated thatsum. The agent was now 
here, and he had brought with him a very splendid 
set of books from France, a present to this coun- 
try. The two thousand dollars originally appro- 
prieted had been exhausted, and it was necessary 
thet there should be a new appropriation made. 


1596 


Mr. H, caused to be read the law providing for | 


the exchange of documents. 

Mr THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (in opposi- 
tien to the amendment) said, the act read con- 
tained an appropriation to carry out its object; 


whieh having been made, the law was dead. This || 


amendment proposed, in effect, to renew the act. 

Some conversation took place between Messrs. 
Hotmes and THompson. 

Mr. THOMPSON made the point that the 
amendment was out of order on the ground he 
had indicated—i. e. that there was no law in exist- 
ence authorizing the appropriation. 

The CHAIRMAN, after causing to be read the 
law, the amendment, and ‘the rule of the House, 
overruled the point of order. 


} 
| 
} 
j 
| 





unspeakable value will it be to an American citi- 
zen in Paris, or in some other of the principal 
cities of Europe, to be able to find a library of 
American documentary or scientific books, to 
which, otherwise, he could not have access but by 
crossing the Atlantic. Se, too, of Europeans 
when they visit this country. 

In the city of Paris, at the Hotel de Ville, there 
is an apartment set apart for the very purpose of 
being the depository of American books, and no 
little progress has been made in filling it. 

Mr. M. thought there could be no more civ- 
ilizing and improving relations established be- 
| tween nations, than those which are contemplated 








|| by this appropriation, and he therefore hoped it 


The question recurring upon the amendment of | 


Mr. Hotmes— 

Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts, said, he would 
move to increase the sum to $2,500, for the pur- 
20e8¢ of saying—— 


The CHAIRMAN interposed, and said, accord- | 


ding to the Chair’s construction of the rule, the 
gentleman from Massachusetts must confine him- 


| would be made. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (in opposi- 
tion,) said he had no objection to making any rea- 


|| sonable appropriation for books, but he did object 


to appropriating for the payment of an officer 


| Europe to purchase them, when we could procure 
them through some agent of the Government with 
little or po expense. 
The amendment tothe amendment was rejected. 
And the question recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Hotmes—tellers (Messrs. Goutpand Ricu- 
ARDSON,) were appointed. 
And the question having been taken, the vote 


'| stood—ayes 72, noes 35. 


No quorum voting. 
The roll was then called. 
And the CHAIRMAN rose and reported the 


\| facts to the House, &c. 


self closely to the amendment to the amendment, | 
to show why the sum should be $2,500 instead of | 


$2.000. 
Mr. MANN said: This is an appropriation for 
carrying on a great international enterprise. It 


does not apply to this country alone, but to all || 
} 


civilized countries. For this purpose, Congress, 
several years ago, authorized the Library Com- 


mittee to create an agency. That committee had || 
executed their commission. They had ree | 
an agent, and that agent had been engaged in their || 


service; or rather in the service of 
years. 
He hed also distributed from this country to dif- 
ferent parts of Europe, other valuable works. 
Everybody knows that governments, in printing 
documents or state papers, usually print extra 
copies. Literary and scientific societies do the 
same. The object of this international exchange is 
to take surplus copies, from places where they are 


ongress, for 


substantially valueless, and transfer them to places 


where they are valuable. 
stricted to books alone. 
charts, coins, medals, and works of art. 


The agency is not re- 


Mr. Vattemare has obtained a world-wide rep- || 


utation for originating this beneficent enterprise. 


He hae obtained from the Governments and libra- || 


ries and societies and from generous individuals of 


Europe, works which would have cost immense || 


sums of money, and works also which could 
néver have been purchased with money. 
he has distributed to the Congressional Library, 
to the State Libraries, College Libraries, &c. 


would look into committee room No. 47, and ex- 


amine some of the works which Mr. Vattemare \| 


had fecently imported, to be presented to Con- 


gress, Among these was the scientific explora- || 


tion of Algiers, the price of a single copy of which 


is one thousand dollars, There, too, may be seen || ‘So the decision of the Chair was overruled, and 
eat map of France, | 


the ereaee part of the 
which, when completed, will consist of two han- 
dred and sixty-eight sheets—a work the value of 
which cannot be estimated in dollars and cents. 

But Mr. Vatteniare is not doing this for Congress 
alone, but forthe several States. He has already 
made arrangements with more than half the States 
of this Union to carry on the same work in their 
behalf, ‘The bookstore price of the works which 
he has delivered to one State is estimated at forty 
thousand dollars. 

Npw it is objected that one appropriation has 
been made, and, therefore, that law is exe- 
cuied. This is an erroneous construction of the 
law. It will be seen at once, that such a work as 
an international exchange cannot be completed in 
a year, it can hardly be set well on its way in 
that short period, It 18 a work which will become 
more valuable the longer it iscontinued. Of what 


These | 


i} 


| 


He had collected most valuable works. || 


| 


1] 


} 


} 
| 


It embraces maps, || 


| 
i 
| 


} 
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Mr. . Wished that members of Congress j 





A quorum being again present, 

The CHAIRMAN resumed his seat in commit- 
tee. 

The question recurred on the amendment, (and 


| was agreed to. é 
Mr. SCHENCK (for the benefit, he said, of the 
| new members,) offered the following amendment: 
“To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to furnish to the members of that House of the present Con- 
gress, who have not already received them, such bovks as 
were furnished to the Representatives of the 28th, 29th and 
30th Congresses, $27,000: Provided, That this shall not be 
construed to authorize the reprinting of any book.” 
Mr. JONES submitted to the Chair, whether 
the amendment was in order? 
| The CHAIR. Can the gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee [Mr. Jones] inform the Chair whether 
| there is any existing law authorizing this appro- 
| priation? , 
| Mr. JONES. I think I can say there is no law 
| authorizing this appropriation. 
| Mr. SCHENCK. The conimon law. [Laugh- 
| ter. 


he CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 
Mr. SCHENCK appealed from the decision. 
Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
| McCLERNAND, SCHENCK and VINTON. 
| Tellers were ordered on the appeal, (Messrs. 
| Haracson, and Evans of Ohio.) 

And the question, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?” 
was taken, and the vote stood ayes 30, noes 79. 

No quorum voting. 

The roll was again called. 

The committee rose and reported the names of 
the absentees, to be entered upon the Journal. 
| A quorum being in attendance— 
| The committee resumed its session. 

The pe was again taken, and the tellers 
reported ayes 39, noes 85. 


the amendment of Mr. Scnencx was declared to 
be in order. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved an amendment to 
the amendment, (which was accepted by Mr. 
Scuenck,) as follows, viz: 

“ Including, to all members of the present House, the in- 
dex to the eight volumes of Statutes already published, and 
the ninth volume.” 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the amendment, 
by substituting therefor the following: 

“ To enable the Clerk of this House to pay to each of the 
new members of the same $600, in lieu of the books fur- 
nished to the members of the last and former Congresses, 
the sum of $75,000. 

Mr. JONES said that he had no doubt this ap- 
propriation would be adopted. And if members 
would reflect for a moment, particularly the old 
members who were already supplied with these 





(who he understood was appointed) to go through | 


acount not being insisted on,) the amendment | 
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u fo the emeeee 
well for better 
bers themeelves, that joan 
amount in money instead of books. © shall 
thus give the new members what the Governme 
will have to pay to the booksellers for the purpen 
ce t this distribution, and the members 
can go to the “booksellers and such books as 
they may desire; ae will ei get books om 
which they will set a higher valine than on th . 
which this amendment proposes to distribute om 
The appropriation made for,these books in th 
twenty-ninth Congress was $72,200. He was » : 
able to say what was the exact amount of the oa 
of these books to.the Government. He estimated 
it to be about $600 foreach member. The appro. 
priation in the twenty-ninth Congress, as he had 
stated, was $72,200. There are many more new 
members_in this than there were in the twenty. 
ninth Congress. He supposed it would take at 
least $75,000 to buy the books which would be re. 
quired to’ supply all the new members. It would 
be a great deal better for members to have this dis. 


| tribution in money than in books, and it would be 


no worse for the Government. 
amendment would be adopted. 

Mr. McCLERNAND made the point that the 
amendment was not inorder, on the ground that 
it was not germane, and that it was wholly un- 
authorized by any existi<g law. 

The CHAFRMAN overruled the point of order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND appealed, but (at the re- 
quest of several gentlemen) withdrew the appeal, 

The amendment of Mr. Jones to the amend. 
ment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Scuenck, 

Mr. VINTON made to amend the amendment, 
so as to confine the distribution to such books ag 
may be in the possession of the Government. 

Mr. VINTON made someremarks which were al- 
most entirely inaudible, in consequence of the great 
noise which prevailed throughout the House. He 
referred to the shameful abuse which had heretofore 
been practiced, of selling the books thus furnished 
by the Government, at reduced prices, to book- 
mongers, by whom va Soon sold back at a great 
advance. Books had n thus obtained from 
members by book-dealers, at perhaps a hundred 
dollars, which had been sold back to the Govern- 
ment for as much as $500 or $600. He admitted 
that there were works of value, which ought to be 
distributed among the public institutions of the 
country, to be preserved in their libraries for pub- 
lic use. But he thought a sufficient mumber of 
these works might be on hand for that purpose, 


He hoped the 


‘| without repurchasing from these book-mongers. 


Mr. McCLERNAND inquired if the gentleman 
from Ohio could state, from his own knowledge, 


that any members of this House had sold the 
books given to them to these book-dealers? 
Mr. VINTON declined making any accusation 


against any individuals. 

Mr. McKISSOCK stated that these books had 
been originally distributed among members, in 
order that they might be open to public inspection, 
and not for the private advantage of the members 
themselves; and, so far as he could judge from his 
personal knowledge, all the respectable members 
who had received these books, had either sent 
them to be deposited in the public libraries in 
their respective districts, or placed them in their 
rooms for — inspection. It was not to be 
presumed that any member of Congress could 
prove so recreant to his duty, or so forgetful of his 
station, as to sell these books for the purpose of 
private gain. But if such should have been the 
case, he thought the best mode of putting an end 
to the practice, would be to go on appropriating 
these works for distribution, until. the atock on 
hand was entirely exhausted, or the whole that 
might be left fallen into the hands of honor- 
able men, who would apply them to the use for 
which they were originally designed. 

The question was then taken, and tke amend- 
ment to the amendment was 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by adding the following proviso: 

“ That before said books are delivered to the 


members entitled to receive them, the Clerk of the House 

of Re : oe shall cause each copy be marksé “i 

ide iam with alte of the member retel¢ing them.” 
Mr. GIDDINGS said, he was in favor of the 
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-—thetion of these works, because it was the 

source from which the -people could obtain 
the valuable information to be found there. He 
jid not think that there were many members of 
the House who would dis of these books to | 
she dealers in the way which had been alluded to. 
pot if there were any, the amendment he had | 

sed would put an effectual check on this 
sbuse, and the books would be taken where they 
would be accessible to the constituents of gentle- 





mThe question was then put, and the amendment 
to the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. THURSTON asked if it was in order for 
him to propound an inquiry to the Chair? 

The CHAIR asked as to the character of the 

santiie: 
i, THURSTON said, he wished to ask 
whether the Delegates from Territories were in- | 
cluded among those who were to be ‘entitled to || 
these books under the amendment? If they were | 
pot, and he was in order in doing so, he would | 
like to submit an amendment to include them. 

Mr. JONES moved to insert the words “ and 
Delegates from Territories,” so as to meet the 
object of the Delegate from Oregon. ‘ 

fr. SCHENCK said he would accept the 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES declined to yield the floor, as he | 
wished to say a word or two. The amount ap- 
propriated in the amendment of the gentleman || 
from Ohio would not be sufficient to pay for all 
these books. That was all he wished to say. 


| Not say 


| might have them 
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dred copies were printed. The amount distributed foxious system. As long as these book operators 


exceeded, therefore, the number printed. He could | expect Congress to buy of them, a member cannot 


how many had been distributed by the || get a sight of these 


Senate. These facts he gathered from a report | 
made by the Clerk of this House. He was, there- | 


fore, opposed to the further distribution of these 
works. It was said that they were necessary for 
the use of the = in order that members 

r the purpose of depositing them 
in the public libraries. The only effect of the dis- 
these works into the ‘hands of book-mongers, who 
would pick them up from ex-members of Congress, 
or the executors or heirs of such as have di 
had himself been applied to, to learnif he knew of 


| any of these books which had been the property 


of deceased members, and were now in the market. 
They are thus purchased for a mere song—bought, 
perhaps, for $100 or $150, and then sold to the 
Government for some $500 or $600. Congress was 
always charged exorbitantly for them. He had re- 
ceived these books, but he had always voted 


|| against the system. What he had received were 


in his own distritet, subject to the inspection of his 
constituents. According to the report made by the 
Clerk, it would be impossible to supply the num- 
ber of the American State Papers which would be 


! 


\| 
tribution, in his judgment, would be to throw | 


. He | 


ks, and if he could he 


would not be able to purchase a set for'less than 
six or seven hundred dollars. Reject this whole 
scheme, and we can then buy them for §200 a set, 


Mr. H. said, he wanted a set for his section of 


_ his district, but he was opposed to getting them in 
| this manner. 
chase for himself, 


Break it up, and he could then pur- 


Mr. HUNTER rose to a point of order. He 


|| raised the question whether this amendment was 
| in order, the committee having adopted an amend- 


ment appropriating a certain sum for this very 


| purpose. 
The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 


order, inasmuch as it would, in the opinion ef the 
Chair, be inconsistent with what the committe 


had already done. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, appealed from the de- 


| cision of the Chair. 


required. He had been told it was a fact that | 


members had been supplied with sets of Niles’s 
Register as a sort of substitute. 
Mr. SCHENCK explained, that in his original 


amendment he had inserted the smaller sum of | 


|| $27,000, because he thought that sum would be 


The question was then taken on the amendment || Sufficient to pay for such books as could be ob- 


of Mr. Jones, and was decided in the affirmative. 


Mr. JONES then moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out $27,000 and inserting $80,000. 
He stated that the appropriation made for this ob- | 
ject inthe twenty-eighth Congress was $87,755; 
the appropriation in the twenty-ninth Congress 
was $72,205 27; and the appropriation in the 
thirtieth Congress was $79,893 50. ‘The present 
Congress contained a greater proportion of new 
members than either of those Congresses. And 
he was sure that it would take every dollar of || 
430,000 to supply the books which would be re- || 
quired by the amendment just adopted. As the 
House had determined to make the distribution, 
it would certainly be the most proper course to 
appropriate a sufficient sum at once, and not to | 
leave the matter open for new appropriations here- 
after. He was confident that the members could 
not be supplied for a fess sum than $80,000. 

It was ordered that the question on the amend- 
ment to the amendment be taken by tellers; and 
Mr. Fowxrer and Mr. Jones, were appointed by 
the Chair to act as tellers. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was agreed to—ayes 83, 
noes 38. 

The question then being on the amendment of | 
Mr. Scuenck, as amended, it was read, as follows: 

“To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 





furnish to the Members and Delegates of the House of the || 


present Congress, who have not already received them, such 
books as were furnished to the Representatives of the 28th, 


2h, and 30th Congresses, including all the members of the || 


present House, the index to the eight volumes of Statutes 
already published, and the ninth volume, eighty thousand 
dollars: Provided, That this shall not be construed to au- 
thorize the reprinting of any books : Provided, further, That 
before said books are delivered to the members entitled to 
receive them, the Clerk shall cause each copy to be marked 
or stamped, in some ineffaceable manner, on the cover and 
lide-page, with the name of the member receiving them.”’ 


Mr. PHELPS meved to amend the amendment || 


by adding— 
“ind provided, further, That no distribution of the 


American State Papers shall be made by virtue of this 
clause.’? 


| tained. 





Mr. P. said he desired to present some facts 
to the consideration of the committee in rela- 
tion to the probable distribution of the American 
State Papers. He knew that this work had not 
been distributed among the new members for several 
a past. A report made by a clerk of this House 

ad shown the fact that there were only fifteen kun- 


dred copies of this work printed. He held in his 


hand a statement, from which it appeared that of | 


these, one thousand two hundred and seventy-two 

ad been distributed among members of this House, 
while those transmitted to Presidents of the United 
States, Heads gf Departments, Judges, Colleges, 
&e., amounted to two hundred and eighty-eight, 
making a total of one thousand five hundred and 
Sixty, while it was known that only fifteen hun- 


If there should bea falling off of the sup- 
ply, it would be because the stock was exhausted 
and the appropriation would not be wanted. If 
the books had been sold to book-mongers, it was 


longer be practiced. He was very sorry to be 
compelled to admit that much which had been said 
by the gentleman from Missouri, and other gentie- 
men, was too true. 


reach in his district. He looked on the man who 


does not regard these books as given to him asa 1 


trust for the benefit of the public, as little better 


than one who would be guilty of larceny. He | 
had himself been apptied to for books; and if he | 


did not regard the application as a direct insult, he 
could not but look upon it as indelicate and im- 
proper. He thought that, by the adoption of the 


The question being put * Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the Committee?” 
it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. HARRIS inquired if it would be in order 
to move his amendment as a substitute? 

After some conversation upon this point between 
Mr. HARRIS of Illinois, Mr. McCLERNAND, 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, and the chair- 


|} man of the committee— 


Mr. HARRIS proceeded to put his amendment 
in the proper shape to be moved as a substitute 
for the whole clause. It was as follows: 

“To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 


furnish and deliver to the Members and Delegates of that 
House, of the present Congress, who have not already re- 


| ceived them, all such books as have been furnished to the 


| certainly a fraud; but as the committee had adopt- | 
| ed an amendment by which all the books hereafter 
| furnished would be marked, that abuse could no 


guards which had now been inserted, the prohibi- | 


tion of the reprinting of the works, and the pro- 


visions requiring that they shall be marked before | 


distribution,all fraudulent practices would hereafter 
be prevented. The arguments which had been 
advanced on the other side were rather against the 
abuses which would now be effectually prevented 
hereafter, than against the principle of the distri- 
bution itself. 


The question being taken upon the amendment | 


to the amendment, it was, without a division, 
negatived. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, proposed the follow- 


ing: 


“ And provided further, That no part of this appropriation | 
shall be used by the Clerk unless he be able to procure a | 
| sufficient number of copies of all of said books to furnish | 


one set to each Member and Delegate entitied thereto, for 


| g30,000.°? 


Mr. H. said, that the amount already voted by 
the committee, $80,000, was enormous; and for 
one he would not support it. As it seemed de- 
termined on to have the books, he wished to cut 
down the expense as much as possible. Individ- 
uals had bought them in this city for $160 per 


they had cost some six or seven hundred dollarsa 
set. 


members of the 28th, 29h, and 30th Congresses, including 
all members of the present House, the residue of the Sth 
volume of the Statutes already published, and the 9th voi- 
ume— $30,000; Provided, Tnat this shall not authorize the re- 


| printing of any of said books; and the Clerk shall, before said 


books are delivered to the members entitled to receive them, 
cause each copy to be marked or stamped in some inefface 

able manner on the cover and title page with the name of the 
member receiving the same: 4nd provided, further, That no 


: | part of this appropriation shall be used, unless the Clerk shall 
Like that gentleman, he also || 


had the books which he had received, within his | 
| tithed thereto,” 


be able to procure a sufficient number of copies of all such 
books to furnish one set to each member and Delegate en- 


The CHAIR asked that the proposed substitute 
be reduced to writing. 

Mr. MEADE moved that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to and the committee 
rose, and the House adjourned. 





PETITION, &e. 

The following petition and memorials were pre- 
sented, under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 

By Mc. PHELPS: The petition of James L. Collins, of New 
Mexico, praying compensation for losses sustained in the 
service of the United States in the late war with Mexico; 
and also, compensation for imprisonment by Mexicans, 


| while acting as the confidential agent of the otlicer com- 


| 


| manding the army in New Mexico. 


By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of Captain Lava- 
leite, of the United States Navy, asking to have refunded to 


| him a sum of money paid to an interpreter. 


By Mr. REED: The memorial of Benjamin Baidwin; 


| praying for the abolition of slavery and the provision by 
| Congress for the support of the freedmen, “in a suitable 


place in the West and in Liberia.” 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mawnpay, August 19, 1850. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
Mr. ANDERSON asked leave to introduce the 
following resolution; which was read for informa- 
tion : 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


|| structed to inquire into the expedienéy of providing by law 


| 


for extending the time for the marshale to complete and 


|; make returns of the seventh census of the United States. 


i} 


set—but when sold under resolutions of the House | 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, appealed 


| to the gentleman to give way to enable him to ask 
He said, the object of his amendment || leave to report, from the Committee on the Judi- 


was to limit this unjustifiable extortion. There | ciary, a bill containing a provision identical with 
were about one hundred and thirty new members | that which the gentleman had in view. 


in the House; estimati 
it would require $26, 

He wished it to be so fixed that no purchase would 
be made unless 


a set for each at $200 


to make the ea | 





Mr. ANDERSON yielded. 
Mr. THOMPSON asked and obtained leave to 
report from the Committee on the Judiciary, with 


ies enough should be obtained to | amendments, Senate bill No. 262, entitled “ An 


supply each me entitled. Jn other words, it || act supplementary to an act providing for the ta- 
would be making a ing proposition to these || king of the seventh and subsequent censuses of the 
book-holders, and it or not, as '| United States; fixing the number of the members 
they pleased. If they did, it would save $50,000; if || of the House of Representatives, and providing 
they did not, it would save the whole $80,000, and, || for their future apportionment among the several 


in either event, it would cut up by the root this ob- 


States.’” 
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1 Ie moved to put the bill on its passage. 
The bill and amendments reported, were read. 
Ths firet anendment was, to strike out from the | 

end of the section proposed to be amended, the | 

words, “* with the intention to become permanent | 
citizens thereof,” so as to leave the section read as | 
follows: 







egon, Utah, and New Mexico, the severat assistant marshals 
or agents sal include those who may have left their resi- 
dence in any State or Territory of the United States prior | 
to the firet day of Jane, 1850, to settle subsequent to that 
date in esther of the said countries.”’ 

The second proposition was, to amend that por- 
tion of the bill fixing the compensation of mar- 
shala, as follows: Strike out the words “one cent 
for every twenty words written at length in the two 
copies mentioned in the said eleventh section, and 
one cent for every hundred copies of abbreviation 
of words therein mentioned,’ and to insert in lieu 
thereof the words “ten cents for each page of | 
the two copies mentioned in the said eleventh sec- 
tion of the act aforesaid.” 


the following amendment to the amendment, viz: 
“ That in any of the districts of the United States where | 


be taken and the return thereof made within the time pre- 
acribed by the act of 23d May, the Secretary of the [uterior | 
my, if he sees proper, extend the time to any day not later 
than the Ist of January, 1851.” 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked for the | 
reading of the first amendment of the committee; | 
which was read. 

He inquired of the chairman if by striking out 
these words, “* with the intention of becoming per- 
manent citizens thereof,”’ he intended that persons 


becoming permanent citizens should be enrolled as 
a _ of the inhabitants of that county? 

THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, replied, 
be the committee intended that only those should 
be enumerated who had left the United States pre- | 
vioua to the first of June last. If they were not 
enumerated in Californiathey would be enumerated 
nowhere; the committee, therefore, thought the 
provision important. 

Mr. BROWN, of Miasissippi, said, it was well | 
known that thousands and tens of thousands of 
persons had gone from the United States to Cali- 
fornia with no intention whatever of remaining 
there. These people would be enrolled in the seve- 
ral States in which they resided and had left their 
families It would be so in his own State, and in 
al! the States. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said, the 
enumeration took effect from and after the first of 
June. Those persona who had left the States after 
that time would not be enumerated here. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. Will not these | 
persons be enumerated as inhabitants of California? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. Yes; and 
they will be enumerated nowhere else. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. The gentleman 
is altogether mistaken. Suppose A., residing in 
Pennsylvania, has gone to California and arrived 
there before the first of June with no intention of | 
becoming a permanent citizen, will not his family | 
in Pennsylvania return him? That is the point. 
Will hie not therefore be twice enumerated ? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. The gen- 
tleman will gee from the first partof that section | 
that these personsare required to have settled there; 
and the last part only avoids the necessity of in- 
terrogating them as to their intention of perma- 
nent, continued, everlasting residence there. But | 
they must be settled inbabitants. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi True; but who 
are *aeuied inhabitants?’”’ If a man goes to | 
the mines to stay three or four months he may | 
call himeelf a settled inhabitant. But if be intends | 
to return, even if he shall remain three or four 

ears, he will be enumerated in the States, and 
e cannot be enumerated elsewhere. 1 repeat, 
tlt if these words are stricken out, thousands of 
persons will be enumerated in California and again 
in the States. It is this to which I object. If 
they imend to become permanent citizens they 
ought to be env, ted in Califernia, and not in 
the States whence they have gone. We know 
very well, that ofall the emigrants who have gone 
to California, much the iargest portion have left 
their families behind them. it 18 so in all the 
southern States, and | apprehend it is so every 
where. Then when the census-taker goes to 





“the | 


“That in Pe persons residing in California, Or- |, 


| 


' 







residence of such a man, his wife or family will 
ive his name as a resident of Virginia, Georgia, 
Jarolina, &¢., though he has gone to California, 
| but with the imtenuon of returning. What pro- 
priety is there, then, in enumerating him as a per- 
manent resident in California? 1t will swell the 


| returns from California beyond the actual popula- 


| 
i 
i 
j 
i] 


eauses beyond the control of the marshal shall have tended || 
to delay tie taking of the census 80 Upat the same could not || 


tion. 1 am therefore opposed to striking out these 
words. I wanta fair, honest enumeration to be 
taken in California, as every where else. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. | will say 


| just one word, which | think will be satisfactory 
| wo the gentleman from Mississippi. 


The general 
law passed in May last provides tor taking an enu- 


| meration of the inhabitants of every district. Now, 
| ifa family reports a man gone to California, he 


cannot be taken in the district; he is out of it, and 
not an ‘*inhebitant.”’ If he is in California 


| merely as a sojourner, he cannot be an inhabitant, 
| and cannot be enumerated, because the bill, as it 


stands, provides for his being a settler there. We 
propose to strike out that part of the inquiry 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved || which demands to know whether he intends to be 


/a@ permanent resident or not. A man may be a 
| resident, but not be ale to say whether he will be 
a permanent resident or not. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired of 


| the chairman of the committee who reported this 


| to be used; but if it was not used, it provided no 
| means for ascertaining the compensauon for th 
| assistant marshals. 
who had gone to California with no intention of || 


|| do not like it, but the Committee on the Judiciary 





| received. 








| pracucable wn some way to fix the compensation? 


| think no district judge will exceed a reasonable 


bill, whether the first secon did not propese to 
increase the compensation of the marshals? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyivania, replied 
that it did not. So far as the ‘Lerritories were 
concerned, the former law authorized the military 


“Lhis authorized the Secre- 
tary of the Laterior to give them a compensauon, 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Is it not 


is it usual to allow a compensation which the 
Secretary of the Interior may choose to give? 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Pennsylvdnia. Yes; it 
has been practiced heretofore in a much more 
odious form—to allow the district judges any where 
to increase the compensation of the marshals. 1 


could not fix any standard of compensation. 1 


amount, and run the risk of making himseif odious 
upon so small a matter. 

‘To avoid debate, as the House have more im- 
portant business before them, | move the previous 
question. 

The SPEAKER said, the amendment moved 
by the gentiemaa from Pennsylvama was not now 
in order, and could not be received, after the pre- 
vious quesuon was seconded, unless by general 
consent. 

No objection being made, the amendment was 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main quesuion was ordered, being first on the 
amendments. 

‘lhe first amendmentof the committee, proposing 
to strike out the words, ‘* with the intention to be- 
come permanent citizens thereof,’’ having been 
read— 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked the yeas 
and nays on its adoption. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES wished the Speaker to state the ques- 
tion, as some gentiemen in his part of the Halil did 
not understand it, 

The SPEAKER said, he would state it when 
order was restored, but not until order was restored. 

The quesuon on the amendment was then taken, 
and resulted—yeas 101, nays 80; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, Ash- 
mun, Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Booth, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Cuester Butler, Thomas B. Butier, Jogepii 
Cable, Caivin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Dun: 
mick, Disney, Doty, Durkee, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Ful- 
ler, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hampton, 
Harlan, Hay, Hebard, Hoa land, Howe, Hunter, Willa : 
Jackson Julian, Preston ing, "Lefiler, Horace Mann, Job 
Mann, Matteson, MeGaughey, McKissock, McLanahan, 
Meactiam, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Ogie, Olds, Ous, ae? | 
Peck, Phenix, Pitauam, Potter, Reed, Scoenidasmameanene, | 
Risley, Robbins, Rockw. 1, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sack- 
ett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Scue rmerhorn, Schoolera! It, Silves- 
ter, Spaulding, Sprague, ‘Thaddeus Steveus, Strong, Sweet- 
ser, Taylor, James Taoupson, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, 
Waido, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wiison, 
Wood, and Young—1vl. 

NAYS—Mesars. Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
iiam 


Bocock, Bowdon, oat Albert G. Brown, 
Brown, Burt, E. C. Cabell, George A. Caidweil, Joseph 


i 
| 


drew Johnson 


agreed with Mr. McLane, 




































































Jones, James G. Ki King Jo A. ion La Sare, 1) > 
Marshall, M a aeaiee Jternand, McDonaid, Mebiowei me 
£. MeLean, Me ullen, McQueen, MeWillie, M ¥ Ca 
head, Morse, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Owe Owen, Pate Phen 

Powell Robinson, 8a ton, Shepperd, Richard 
Tosmbe, Van bytes Venues Wallace, Wathras pees, 
Williams, and oodward—80. face Wellbory, 

So the amendment was to. 


[Mr. MOORE, who had voted, ‘rose before th 
result was announced, and stated that he had 
of Maryl 
would be absent until to-morrow, that be! (Me 
~ anal 7 vote me any party question. 

s this appeared to involve a sectio 
ne asked bees to withdraw his vote. gta 

Objection was made. 

Mr. JONES. Will it be in order to 
suspension of the rules to allow the 
withdraw his vote? 

The SPEAKER. No motion is in order at this 
time. 

So the vote of Mr. Moore was not withdrawn, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, before the result was an- 
nounced, sae and stated, that he had paired of 
with 8 ger enteman from ‘Massachusetts, but that 
he (Mr. W -) had inadvertently voted, and jhe de. 
sired leave to withdraw his vote. 

Objection was made.] 

The next amendment reported from the Com. 
| mittee on the Judiciary was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Tuompson, of Pennsylvania, 
and it was agreed to. 

The bill was then read a third time. 

And the question being, * Shall this bill pass” 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called for 
the previous question. 

There was asecond. The main question was 
ordered, and, having been taken, the bill was 
passed. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved a reconsideration of 
te vote, and that that motion be laid upon the ta- 

e 

Ordered accordingly. 

Mr. BROWN, of I Indiana, obtained the floor. 


CONTESTED ELECTION IN PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mr. STRONG. I rise to a question of privi- 


] 
“The SPEAKER recognized Mr. S. 

Mr. STRONG. | | am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Elections, to which was referred the me- 
morial of John 8. Littel, to make a report in the 
case of the contested election from the Fourth Con- 
gressional district of the State of Pennsylvania. | 
move that the report be printed. And I give no- 
tice that [ shall call it up for consideration on 
Monday next. 

The report, which was accompanied by the fol- 
lowing resolution, was ordered to be printed, viz: 


Resolved, That the honorable John Robbins, Jr., ir enti- 
tled to the ‘seat which he holds in this House as the Repre- 
sentative from the Fourth Congressional district of Peno- 
sylvania. 


Mr. VAN DYKE said, that the minority of the 
Committee on Elections had prepared a report, 
which he desired should be ordered to be printed 
with the report of the majority. 

it was ordered accordingly. 

UTAH, TEXAS, CALIFORNIA, &c. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, sent to the Clerk’s 
table a resolution, which, he said, he asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to offer; and, at 
the same time, he gave notice that, if objection 
was made, he should move a suspension of the 
rules. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That Senate bills No. 170, No. 307, No. 169, and 
No, 225, now cn the Speaker’s table, be taken up and made 


move a 
gentleman to 


the special order of the day for Tuesday, the 20ch instavt,_ 


at One o’elock, and to coutinue from day to day until dis- 
posed of. 

The resolution having been read— 

Objections were made to its reception. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. 1 move that the 
rules of the House be ed, and I will ask 
that the titles of the bills may be read, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 
order does the gentleman froth indiana |Mr. 
Brown] move that the bills be taken up? In the 
order in which they came from the Senate? 
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Mr. BROWN. In the order named in the res- 
lution which I have offered. 

The SPEAKER directed the Clerk to read the | 
jiles of the bills in the order in which they were || 
med in the resolution. | 

| 
} 
| 





The Clerk proceeded to read the titles—— 

Mr. MEADE interposed, and expressed his de- 
sire to pat an inguiry to the Speaker. On Mon- 
day last, (Mr. M.said,) he had moved a suspension 
of the rules for the purpose of enabling him to 
offer a resolution, The Speaker had decided that 
ihe motion could not be entertained, because an- 
other mouion to suspend was in the way. How, 
therefore, could the present motion to suspend the 
roles be entertained ? hm 

The SPEAKER. There is no motion to sus- 

nd the rules pending. 

Mr. MEADE. What has become of the mo- || 
tion which was in the way of my motion on Mon- | 
jay last? 
"The SPEAKER. It was disposed of on Mon- | 

last. 
“Vie ;WENTWORTH was understood to in- || 
quire whether the resolution of the gentleman from | 
| 





indiana (Mr. Brown] provided that the bills 
should be taken up in the order in Which they || 
came from the Senate? {| 

The SPEAKER. The resolution designates || 
the order in which it is proposed that the bills || 
shall be taken up. If gentlemen will come to or- 
der,and suspend conversation, the titles of the || 
bills will be read. 

After a pause— 

The SPEAKER said, the foliowing is the order 
of the bills as designated in the resolution of the || 
gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Brown. | 

The Clerk read the order. It is as follows: 

First. The bill to provide a territorial govern- | 
ment for New Mexico. 

Second. The Texas boundary bill. 

Third. The bill for the admission of California. || 

Fourth. The bill to provide a territorial gov- 
ernment for Utah. 

Mr. MEADE, (to the Speaker.) If the rules | 
should be suspended, and the resolution be thus 
before the House, wall it be open to amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be open | 
to amendment. 

Mr. PRESTON KING, (to theSpeaker.) Does 
not the resolution of the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Brown] place the bill for the admission of || 
California behind, in the order in which it came || 
from the Senate? 

The SPEAKER. In the order in which the || 
bills lie upon the Speaker’s table, the bill to pro- || 
“ for the territorial government of Utah is || 
rst, ; } 
Mr. PRESTON KING. Then the resolution || 


places the bill to provide for the territorial govern- || 
mentof New Mexico before the bill for the ad- | 
mission of California, whereas, in the order in || 
which they lie on the Speaker’s table, the Califor- | 
nia bill is first. 

Mr. McCLERNAND obtained the floor. 

[There was so great confusion that all the re- | 
porter could do for some minutes, was to guess at 
what was going on. 

Mr. McCLERNAND was understood to sug- | 





lution, [Mr. Brown,] that as there were only two | 
days intervening between this day and Thursday; || 
and as the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill | 


| 
could not be disposed of within that ume, it would | 


be better to modify the resolution so as to fix to- | 
morrow instead of Thursday. 
_The SPEAKER noufied the gentleman from In- 

diana, (Mr. Brown,] that if he intended to modify | 


'| stand that the gentioman 


| Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, 





days will be thrown away. If the resolution 


should not be adopted; and | desire to put this 


question to the Chair: If the resolution should not | 


be adopted, will it not be com 
except on Mondays, for the 
a majority, to proceed to the consideration of 
Business on the Speaker’s table and to take up these 
bills ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has repeatedly 
given its construction of the rule reiating to the 
vusiness on the Speaker’s table. On any day except 
Mondays, when the committees shall have been 
called for reports for one hour, it will be in order 
pending the consideration of a question, to move 


tent at any time, 


that the House proceed to the consideration of 


business on the Speaker’s table, and the House, 
by the vote of a majority, can proceed to that order 
of business. 

A pause of several minutes followed, the Speaker 
refusing to hear any motion, or put any question 
unul members had resumed their seats and sus- 
pendeu conversation. 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. At the suggestion 


| of several gentlemen around me, | will modify my 


resolution so as to insert to-morrow instead of 


| Thursday. 


So the resolution was modified. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, (to the Speaker.) Does 


| the gentleman modify his resoluiion as to the order 


in which the bills shall be taken up? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair does not under- 
from Indiana [Mr. 
Brown] makes any other modification. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked Mr. Brown to ac- 
cept this modification. 

Mr. BROWN declined to accept. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 


| motion to suspend the rules. 


I'he quesuon was taken,and decided in the 
negative, yeas 87, nays 93; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Brooks, Witham 
J 


ouse, by a vote of | 
| them until they are dis 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ea = 
bills named would continue the al ord til 
snould not be modified, | should prefer that it | . Special order unts 


disposed of? 
The SPEAKER. 


159 


a |. aes: 





If the resolution is adopted, 
the House must proceed with these bills until they 


are disposed of. 
Mr. PRESTON KING. With each one of 
e posed of? 
TheSPEAKER. Yes; uniess the House shall 
at a subsequent time rescind the order. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, inquired if in 


| making special orders, it was not necessary to fix 


a day certain, and notan indefinite time—such as 
when the House should have acted upon another 
piece of business? And again, he would inquire 
if this was not an indirect mode of making the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill a special 


| order? 


. Brown, E. C. Cabell, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. | 


Caldwell, Clingman, W. KR. W. Cobb, Damel, Deberry, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Vunbam, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gorman, Grinucil, Hamilion, Ham- 
moad, Haral-on, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Hoagland, Inge, Jo- 
sep W. Jackson, Audrew Johnson, James L. Juotiuson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Jonéts, Kerr, La Seré, Lettier, Levin, 
Liuleficeld, Job Mann, Marshail, Mason, MeUlernand, 
McDonald, McDowell, McGauginey, McLauahan, Finis E. 
McLean, McMulien, Meade, Morehead, Morse, Morton, 
Ofr, Outiaw, Owen, Parker, Powell, Rubbins, Ruvinson, 
Rose, Savage, Shepperd,Sianiy, Richard H. Stanton, Suong, 
James ‘Thompson, Join b&b. 


| Tnompson, Toombs, Venavle, Watkins, Welibora, Wil- 
| drick, aud Young—87. 


NAYS—Mes.-rs. Alexander, Ashe, Averett, Baker, Ben- 
nett, Bingham, Boo, Bowdon, Brigg-, Albert G. Brown, 
Burrows, burt, Chester Buller, Josep Cavie, Calvin, Camp- 
bell, Cartier, Casey, Chandier, Clarke, Coleock, Coie, Cor- 


win, Crowell, Dickey, Doty, Duneau, Durkee, Nathan 


|| Evans, Fitch, Powler, Giddings, Guoodenow, Gott, Gould, || first bill referred to in this resolution was the Utah 


Halioway, Hampton, Hay, Heburd, Uenry, Hvuiladay, 
Holmes, Howard, Howe, Hunter, William ‘T. Jackson, Ju- 
lian, George G. King, James G. King, Jolin A. King, Preston 
King, Horace Maun, Maiteson, McKissock, McQueen, 
MeWillie, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Ugie, Olds, Ou, Peas- 
leé, Peck, Phewix, Pitman, Pouer, Reed, Reynolds, Rich; 


ardson, Risiey, Rockwell, Root, Ruihsey, Sackett, Sawielle, || 
| Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schovicratt, Seddon, Silvester, 


Spaulding, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Sweetser, Taylor, 
Undertill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Waliace, 


So the rules were not suspended and the resolu- 
tion was not received. 


Resolved, That the bills to establish the territorial govern- 
ment in Utah, to adjust the Texas boundary, to admit the 
State of California, and to establish a leritorial govesa- 


} 
} : 5 

his resolution, he must do so before the question || sent in New Mexico, be made the special order of the 
1} 


was taken on the motion to suspend the rules, as | 
it would not be in the power of the gentleman to | 
modify it after the rules should have been sus-— 
pended. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I hope the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. | 
McCierwanp] will be agreed to, to insert to-mor- | 
row instead of Thursday. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from In- 
diana (Mr. Brown] modify his amendment? 

Mr. BROWN declined to modify. 

Mr. INGE. If the resolution should be adopt- 








ed in the form in which it now stands, it must be 

evident to every member that we cannot dispose | 

of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill by | 
time specified in the resolution, and thus two 





day (or to-morrow, and to continue the specia) order unul 
they are disposed of, in the order in which Uiey stand upon 


|| the Speaker’s table. 


Objection being made— 


rules to enable him to introduce the resolution. 
Mr. BURT demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. ASHMUN, at the su 


| Mr. ASHMUN moved a suspension of the | 
| 
| 


lomatic appropriation bill. 
| Mr. JONES, (ia his seat.) 


| does not at all? 





Suppose that bill 


Mr. PRESTON KING was understood to in- | 
quire, in case the resolution were adgpted, if the | 





Mr. ASHMUN asked leave to offer the follow- | 
|| ing resolution, which was read for information: 


| 
| 


estion, he said, of | 
| the gentleman from Ohio, {Mr. Viwron,]} modified © 
his resolution so as.to provide for us taking effect | 
immediately after the passage of the civil and dip- | 

‘“ | 


| the Whole on the state of the Union. 


The SPEAKER replied that the effect of this 
resolution would not be to make the civil and dip- 
lomatic appropriation bill a special order, but it 
would be to make the bills named the special order 
immediately after the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill should have passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkanzas. Well, will the 
Speaker tell me at what time that will be? Sup- 
pose | move to make another bill the special order 
for a certain day and the House agrée to it, the 
appropriation bill and those other bills may not 
have been disposed of, will not this produce a state 
of things altogether irregular and not contemplated 
by the rules of the House? 

The SPEAKER replied that the resolution could 
only be received under a suspension of the rules, 
and it could in this way be received and adopted, 
though it produced such a result as the gentleman 
referred to. 

Mr. EWING asked how it was possible—the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill not being 
before the Hiouse, but in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union—for the House to say 


| they would not act upon certain bills until that bill 


(which was not before them) was disposed of? 
The SPEAKER said, the resolution would have 
no effect, in any respect whatever, until after the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill was dis- 
posed of. 
Mr. ASHMUN. There is so much question 
as to the time when this resolution takes effect. | 
refer to adhere to it ie its original form. | 
The SPEAKER announced the question upon 
the motion to suspend the rules to receive the ori- 
ginal resolution. 
Mr. GIDDINGS inquired, in case the résolution 


| were adopted, if it would not preclude the refer- 
| ence of these bills to the Commitiee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, The 
order will not preclude their reference. 

Mr. PARKER wished to make an inquiry. The 


bill, which he understood contained an appropria- 
tion; would it not be necessary, therefore, to refer 
it to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state in reply 
to the gentleman from Virginia, that the Utah bill 


| is the first on the Speaker’s table, and will be the 


I | first special order of the day under this resolution, 
gest to the gentleman who had offered the reso- || Wentworth, White, Whitilesey, Wilson, Wood, aud Wood- || 
| ward—98. 


if it shall be adopted. But the Utah bill, contain- 
ing an appropriation, cannot be considered in the 
House, but must be referred to the Committee of 
After it 
shall have been referred, it will be the first busi- 


| ness and a special order, provided the House go 


into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; but if the House refuse to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Unjon, the 


| other bills, being in the House, will be the first 
| business; and the Utah bill, being in committee, 


will lose priority. In other words, it is atthe con- 


| trol of the majority. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Then, if | un- 
derstand aright, the California bill is next? 

The SPEAKER. No. The Texas boundary 
bill is next. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
der pass, will it supersede the appropriation bill, 

ich is now before the House? 

The SPEAKER. I will supersede all other 

business. 





Mr. HUNTER asked to have the resolution 


‘| read again. 


It was accordingly read. 


Mr. PRESTON KING desired to know whether 


If this or- 
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this resolution required the Utah and Texas bound- | 


ary bills to be taken up before the California bill ? | 
He asked the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Asumun] to modify his resolution, so as to pro- 
ceed at once to the business on the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentieman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Asumun] a his resolu- 
tion’ ; 

No response was made by Mr. Asumun. 

The question, ‘* Shall the rules be suspended ?”’ 
was then taken, and resulted—yeas 94, nays 94; 
as follow: 


YEAS—Meesrs, Albertson, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
ae Baker, a Bennett, Booth, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, 
hi 


Driggs, Brooks, William J. Brown, Burfows, Chestér But- || 
jer, ‘bores B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caidwell, | 


Canter, Casey, Chandler, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Veber- 
ry, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Fitch, Fuller, Gen- | 
try, Gerry, Gorman, Grinnell, Hall, Hamilton, Hampton, 
Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Hebard, Hoagiand, 
Howard, William T’. Jackson, Andrew Joinson, Jones, 
Kerr, Leffler, Levin, Littlefield, Job Mann, Marsball, 
Mason, McCiernand, McDonald, McGau hey, McLanahan, 
tinis E. McLean, Mc Willie, Meacham, Moris, Ogle, Olds, 
Wuitlaw, Peaslee, Peck, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Reed, 
Michardson, Robbiys, Robinson, Rose, Sawtelle, Shepperd, 
Sianly, Strong, Sweetser, James Thompson, John Bb. 
‘Thompson, Underhill, Van Dyke, Walden, Waldo, Wat- 
kins; Wentworth, Whittlesey, 
and Young—94, 
NAYS-—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, 
Bowdon, Bowie, Albert G. Brown, Burt, E. C. Cabell, G. A. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Clarke, Clingman, Colcock, 
Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Dur- 
kee, Edmundson, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fowler, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halloway, | 
Hammond, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Hay, flenry, Holladay, Holmes, Howe, Hubbard,§ Hunter, 
Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. | 
Jounson, Julian, G. G, King, James G. King, John A. King, 





Preston King, La Sére, Horace Mann, Matteson,McDowell, || 


McKissock, McQueen, Meade, Morse, Morton, Nelson, | 
(rr, Otis, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 
welt, Root, Ramsey, Savage, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Seddon, Bilvester, Spanidiog, Sprague, Rich- 
ard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, ‘Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Vinton, Wallace, Wellboru, 
White, and Woodward—94. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended, ; 

And the resolution was not received. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, asked the unani- 


mous consent of the House to offer the following | 


resolution; which was read for information: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of this{House adjourn their re- 
spective Houses, sine die, on the, second Monday of Sep- 
tember next, at twelve o’clock, meridian. 

The resolution having been read— 

Objection was made to its reception. 

Mr. HARRIS moved a suspension of the rules, 
and asked the yeas and nays on that motion; which 
were ordered. Sa 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired of the Speaker 
whether the resolation propose that Congress 
should adjourn before California was admitted ? 

*The SPEAKER. The el dice that 
Congress shall adjourn on the sécon onday of 
eae wi! 

r. MASON, (to the Speaker.) Is it in order 
to move an amendment? a. 

The SPEAKER. '¥ It is not. The resolution is 
not yet before the House. 

The question, ‘* Shall the rules be suspended ?” 
was then taken, and decided in the negauve—yeas 
81, nays 104; as follow: - 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Av- 
erett, Baker, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bowdon, A. G. Brown, 
Burt, B. C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, J.P. 
Caldwell, Clingman, W. RK. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, De- 
herry, Dimmick, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, 
Goodenow, Gorman, Hall, Haralson, I. G. Harris, 8. W. 
Harris, T. L. Harris, Haymond, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holla- 
day, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, J. W. Jackson, A. 
Jobneon, J. L. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, La Sére, 
Leffler, Marshall, McDonald, M aughey, McMullen, 
MeQueen, MeWillie, Meade, Morehead, Morris, Orr, Out- 
law, Parker, Powell, Robinson, Savage, Schenck, Seddon, 
BShepperd, R. H. Stanton, ‘T. Stevens, Sweetser, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, J, B. Thompson, Toombs, Van Dyke 
Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Wetiborn, Williams, an 
Wood—81, 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Aahmun, Bennett, Bingham, 
Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Breek, Briggs, Brooks, W. J 
Brown, Burrows, C. Butler, T. B. Butler, Calvin, Camp- 
bell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, Crow- 
eli, Dickey, Disney, Doty, Duer, Danean, Dunham, Durkee, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, iadige®, 
Gort, Gould, Grinnell, Hammond, Hampton, Sevtaias fay, 
Hebard, Henry, Howe, Hunter, W. 'T. Jackson, wlian, 
Kerr, GG. King, J. G. King, J. A. King, P. King, Levin, 
Littlefield, H, Mann, J. Magn, MeClernand, McLanahan, 
F. E. McLean, Meacham, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Otis, 
Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Reed, Rey- 
noids, Ritch , Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, sn ig Sey Sehooicraft, 
Silvesser, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, , Taylor, James 





| furnish and deliver to the Members and Delegates of that 


| ceived them, all such buoks as have been furnished to the | 
| members of the 28th, 29ih, and 30th Congresses, inclading 


| reprinting of any of said books; and the Clerk shall, be- 
| fore suid books are delivered to the members entitled w re- 
| ceive them, cause each copy to be marked or stamped in 
Wildrick, Wilson, Wood, || 
| the name of the member receiving the same: And provided, 
further, That no part of this appropriation sball be us¢d, | 
| unless the Clerk shall be able to procure a sufficient number | 
| of copies of all such books to furnish one set to each Mem- | 
|| ber and Delegate entitled thereto.” 


| on reasonable terms. 


|| his amendment. 


| his amendment had been amended and he could | 
| not therefore modify it, moved to amend the 
| amendment by inserting in lieu thereof the follow- 
| ing substitute: 

“To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to || 
| furnish and deliver to each of the Members und Delegates of 
| that House of the present Congress, who have not already 
| received them, such books as have been furnished to the | 
| Members of the 28th, 29th, and 30th Congresses, including 
| to all Members and Delegates of the present Honse the res- 


| already published, the 9th volume of that work, and the in- 


| nished shall be obtained or delivered by the Clerk uatess he 
| shail he able to procure a sufficient number of copies “acreof 


So the rules were not suspended. 
And the resolution was not received. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. GOTT, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Burr in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 


|| priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of | 


the Government for the current fiscal year. 

The pending question was on the following 
amendment of Mr. Harais, of Illinois, offered as 
a substitute for the amendment of Mr. Scuencx | 
upon the same subject, viz: 


‘To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
House, for the present Congress, who have not already re- 
all members of the present House, the residue of the 8th 


volume of the Statutes already published, and the 9th vol- 
ume—#40,000 : Provided, That this shall not authorize the 





some ineffaceable manner on the cover and title page with 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, explained that his 


| Object in offering that amendment was to limit the | 
|| expenditure as much as possible consistently with | 


reaching the object, which the House had evident- 
ly determined upon. He intended to vote against | 
the whole matter. But if the House were deter- | 
mined to purchase the books, it should be done 


that the Clerk should purchse no books unless 


| enough to supply all could be procured, would 
|draw out from these book-dealers, a sufficient | 
_ number, and terminate this system forever. 


was his object, and he believed that, as he had | 


| modified it at the suggestion of the gentleman from 


Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck,] it would accomplish it. 
Mr. SCHENCK said that the amendment pro- | 


| vided that no par} of these books should befurnished | 


unless a complete set of every kind could be pro- | 
cured. He understood the fact to be, that complete 


| sets of a part of these books could be procured, 
| while there could not be of others. 
| can State Papers, American Archives and Diplo- | 
| matic Correspondence, he believed were either out | 


The Améeri- | 


of print or could not be furnished. This being | 


| the case, he thought $30,000 would be a sufficient | 
'sum to cover all that could be furnished, which || 
| would include the opinions of the Attorneys Gep- | 
eral, compiled by a late Attorney General, [Mr. | 


Gitpim,] and the Reports on Finance made in pur- | 


| suance of the law of 1800. He suggested to the | 
| gentleman from Illinois to modify bis amendment | 
| by inserting a proposition ‘which he read, (which | 

| is noticed hereafier. ) | 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, declined to modify 


And the question being taken, the amendment 


| was rejected. 


Mr. SCHENCK, remarking that he believed 


idue of the 8th volume of the Statutes of the United States, 


dex; also the collected opinions of the Attorneys’ General of 
the United States, published under the direetion of HB. D, 
Gilpin, Esq., late Attorney General, and the Finance Reports 
which have been prepared in obedience to the act of Con- 
gress of May 10, 1800—g30,000: Provided, That this shall not 
authorize the reprinting of any of said books; and the Clerk 
shall, before said books are delivered to the membe<s enti- 
tiled to receive them, cause each copy to be Psarn or 
stamped in some ineffaceable manner on the cover and title 
page with the name of the member receiving the saive: nd 

vided, further, That no work thus authorized « be fur- 





to furnish a complete set to each Member and Delegate en- 


| titled thereto.” 


The question was taken, and the substitute was 
to. 


|| and objects as are already in progress, or for the co 
| cies for carrying on the several departments of the G 


He believed $40,000 was | 
| sufficient to procure every book which was called || 


| for; and that his amendment, with the limitation || If the Chair so decides, | appe 


| decision. 


That || 








|| Newspape 
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Thompson, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Went- The CHAIRMAN announced = 


worth, White, Whituesey, Wildrick, Wilson, and Young— 


no other amendment to be offered wae ou 


read the next section. 

Mr. MEADE inquired if it was in order no 
move to amend the substitute which had just ha 
Ought not, 


—s 
he CHAIRMAN replied that he th 
The following item being under Consideration. 
“PF ; : 
ume tion of the President of the United Sen, 
Mr. MORSE moved an amendment : 
ting $16,319 43, to be paid to Mrs. Taylor 
widow of the late President Taylor, to compl : 
———- oa to the 4th of March next r 
ir. M. said he did not desire to ocey, 
time of the committee. ee 
Mr. JONES rose to a question of ord 
submitted that the amesdenht was not i ome 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of Opinion 
that, under the eighty-first rule, the amendment is 
not in order. 
The eighty-first rule was read: 


‘ No appropriation shall be reported in such genejaj , 
propriauon bills, or be in order as an amendment 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by | 
less in continuation of appropriations for such 


the relo, 


aW 5 tp. 
Public works 
Atingen. 
ment.”? — 


Mr. MORSE. Can debate be allowed on thy 
point of order? 

The CHAIRMAN said, that no debate was 
now in order—the general debate having been te. 
minated by order of the House—except eX plana. 
tions of amendments, under the five minutes rule, 

Mr. ASHMUN. Did 1 understand the Chg; 
to decide that the payment of a balance of the gyi. 
ary of the late President of the United States js 
not a matter to be put into an aor bill) 
al. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair makes no such 
The Chair decides that the amendmen 
offered by the gentleman from Louisiana is not in 


order. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Will the Chair have the 

amendment read ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the committee be 
ood enough to suspend conversation until they 
ear the reading of the amendment? 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. ASHMON. If the Chair rules it out of 

order, I appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides it to be 

out of order under the eighty-first rule. 

Mr. FOWLER and Mr. BINGHAM called for 

the reading of the rule; which was again read. 

The question being, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the 

Chiar stand as the judgment of the committee?” 

Mr. ASHMUN asked for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Kine, of Rhode 

Island, and Mr. Wautace were appointed. 
Mr. STANLY said he should be glad to know 

at what time the year commenced for which the 

appropriation in the bill of $25,000 was proposed’ 

The CHAIRMAN replied, that the appropri- 

tion was for the next fiscal year. 

Mr. STANLY. If that is so, I submit to th 


|| Chair whether the appropriation proposed by the 


amendment is, as the Chair has decided, unauthor- 
ized by law? Is it not the distributing of an ap- 
propriation which has already been made? 

The question was taken, and the tellers re 
ported—ayes 79, noes 49. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 


| the amendment of Mr. Morse was decided to be 


out of order. ‘ 

Several sections were read without interruption. 

The following item, under the head of the Suie 
Department, being under consideration— 

“ For the incidental and contingent expenses of the sid 
department,viz: For publishing the Laws in one news) 
per in each of the States and Territories, and in three news 

pers uf the city of Washington, $9,880: Provided, Sit 
the said publication in the said States and Territories shal 
be nade fu the newspaper of the public printer or Stale 
printer of said States and wherever there may 
be one selected by the State or territorial authorities.” 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved an amendment, 
strike out all of the said clause after the word 
‘‘ Department,’ and insert * For publishing ™ 
rs in the United States and Territories, 
the laws of the United States, $10,850. 

Mr. M. said the bill, as it now stood, 
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